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FRANK SMITH, Vanessa Hill, Jennifer Quimby and Steven Serwacki learn 
: their lines for the upcoming campus play, “Hot !” Baltimore. 


| Top Notch Players 
prepare for show 


Provocative, serious play debuts April 8 


By SCOTT FERREN 
Assistant Arts Entertainment Editor 


he Top Notch Players will present 

The “Hot l” Baltimore, a story about 

various people who live in a hotel 
facing demolition, and their struggles with 
not fitting in with society. 

“All these hookers and people live in 
this hotel,” Enid Colon, who plays Suzy, 
said. “Everybody has certain emotions 
about the hotel coming down.” 

“Tt’s about society being torn apart,” 

director Penny Schricker said. 

Baltimore takes place in the city of its 
title and was written by Lanford Wilson in 
the 1970s. 

Hot talent: Schricker considers Wil- 


son, who still writes today, an extraordi- 
nary writer. 

He writes about society and what he 
observes, Schricker said. 

“He’s known for using language ex- 
tremely well,” she said. 

Diversity between characters is an im- 
portant element in the play. 

“Tt shows a lot of different people and 
the way they live,” Pegay Borgard, co- 
stage manager, said. “How the world is 
today and that people don’t notice little 
things.” 

Mistress of the night: Suzy, an in- 
triguing prostitute is somewhat ofan emo- 
tional chameleon. 

“(Suzy is) the squeaky, giggly one,” 

(continued on page 14) 


Part-timer 


concerns 


Overreliance affects 
advisory roles, students 


By PARRY R. HEADRICK 
Observer editor 


A growing trend of hiring part-time 
rr 5 instructors to replace retiring full- 
A. Axtime staff has changed the instruc- 
tional workforce at most community colleges 
in our state. 

NECC ranks fourth in the number of part- 
time instructors utilized throughout the fif- 
teen 2- year schools. NECC employs 147 
full-time instructors, and 252 part-timers. 

Runner up: “Northern Essex is way above 
average in the use of part timers,” Tom 
Parsons, MCCC president, said. “Some 
schools have managed to keep their part 
timers to a minimum. Springfield is the larg- 
est community college in the state, and their 
budget is only average. But they feel very 
strongly—as does Mt. Wachusett—that they 
should stick with full-timers.” 

Faculty and administration are concerned 
about the possible repercussions part-time 
instructors will have on the quality of educa- 
tion students receive. Asked how a relatively 
accurate comparison between full-and-part 
timers might be researched, Parsons, said he 
knows of only one way. 

“The only way you could even come close, 
would be contractually impossible,” he said. 
“And that is by using student evaluations of 
teachers, but those are confidential.” 

However, in an attempt to measure part 
timer’s effectiveness, Thomas Fallon, Direc- 
tor of Institutional research, compared re- 
sults compiled from student /teacher evalu- 
ations. 

He was surprised with his findings because 


Colleges struggle to keep students 


Students miss chance to transfer degree to four-year institution, many say 


By R. CHRISTOPHER OTOVIC 
Observer Managing Editor 


tudents charge into college these days 
with high expectations, but expecta- 


tions don’t include local community 
colleges for long. 

NECC is often labeled as a stepping stone 
or an alternative choice to a four-year school. 
This stigma raises the dropout rate, and the 
administration says students don’t recognize 
what could lie ahead for them. 

“We have the image of a backup school,” 
Norman Landry, dean of student services, 
said. “Students apply to a private school and 
a public four-year school, and then us.” 

Person rate: Class sizes at NECC range 
from 17-35, an average of 23.6 students per 
course, and the administration feels it is a 


Stigma 


“We have the image of a 
backup school,” Norman 
Landry, dean of student 
services, sata. 


wiser choice to attend classes here vs. a 
college like the University of New Hampshire 
which, in some classes, enrolls hundreds of 
students per section. 

“People that work here feel like they be- 
long here,” Landry said. “They care that the 
students succeed and don’t get hassled. Try- 


ing to make students feel they belong, is 
important.” 

Landry said NECC carries a strong reten- 
tion rate in many programs. 

Example: The nursing program came to 
mind first because the group remains close 
with each other and is also closely connected 
to faculty members. 

Robert McDonald, dean of student af- 
fairs, commented on the student dropout rate 
and the attention being paid to it. 

“We are beginning to take a much keener 
interest into why students drop out,” 
McDonald said. “We probably don’t hang on 
people’s case as much as we should.” 

“Other than students getting overex- 
tended, I think there are as many reasons for 
dropping out as there are students,” Chester 

(continued on page 5) 


out of 14 questions compared between full- 
and part-time employees, there was little dif- 
ference in student responses. The questions 
addressed areas ranging from, “How pre- 
pared was the instructor?” to “How effective 
overall were the supplementary course mate- 
rials as learning aides?” 

Semi-accurate: Fallon emphasized that 
his results were only an accurate measure of 
student perception of the teacher, not of 
other variables such-as advisory hours. 

“The results show clearly that there is no 
difference between full-and-part time instruc- 
tors,” he said. “But we have to be careful 
because there are certainly other factors that 
have to be considered, such as advisory roles.” 

John R. Dimitry, NECC president, said he 
asked Fallon to do the study. He said he was 
happy and surprised with the results because 
“the results showed virtually no difference 
between the two.” 

Some part-time instructors feel a differ- 
ence, however. 

Spread thin: “We can’t do our job as we 
would like to,” Chris Fauske, part time En- 
glish professor, said. “It just isn’t humanly 
possible. We need second jobs. That obvi- 
ously means we have to be somewhere else.” 

Parsons, recognizes the difficulties involved 
with fewer advisory roles. 

“While its true that an abundance of part- 
time employees add specific areas of expertise 
previously unavailable, an increasing problem 
with advisory roles is developing,” he said. 
“There simply aren’t enough full-timers 
around to serve the advisory needs of the 


students.” f 
(Continued on page 5) 
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Observer Opinion 


Lawrence solution 
to high tech woes 


Plenty of computers 


The unanimous complaints around the 
Haverhill campus computer labs of un- 
derpowered and unavailable computers 
have one simple resolution: Lawrence. 

Too many times, this immaculate cam- 
pus is overlooked, and its resources 
wasted. In computers alone, it boasts the 
most powerful computers at NECC, yet 
the labs are nearly vacant. 

As far as word processing goes, both 
campuses have computers good enough 
for typing needs. A Commodore-64 is 
sufficient for any NECC students writing 
papers. 

Software preference may spark con- 
flicts between the students and the lab’s 
staff, but these disputes can be easily 
resolved with a little giving from either 
side. Still, Lawrence’s labs are running 
top name word processing software that 
gets little use. 

Understandably, Haverhill’s Mac lab 


available for use 


Observer Editorial 


is too underpowered for graphic design 
needs, which is where the Lawrence lab 
excels. Its state-of-the-art Macs are en- 
tirely sufficient. 

Safety is supposedly one reason that 
students refrain from going to Lawrence; 


“however, the smaller campus has had no 


car breaks to date, while Haverhill’s crime 
report makes this dilemma no longer an 
argument. 

The prejudice towards the Lawrence 
campus is undeserved-much of the bad 
talk it receives is unsubstantiated and 
false. Those who give the facility a chance 
are bound to end up praising its conve- 
nience. 

Simply put, Lawrence is a solid alter- 
native to the high-tech woes of Haver- 
hill. 


Computer labs limited, reader says 
in response to frustration this year 


To the editor: 

I was shocked and angered when I entered 
the computer lab in A-111 today only to find 
that Iam now denied access simply because of 
the software program I use. 

When I applied for admission to this col- 
lege and paid the required tuition and fees, I 
was not advised that I would be academically 
challenged by my choice of computer soft- 
ware, nor was I told that I would need to be 
able to afford a home computer to be able to 
complete my course work. 

I was told that there were three computer 
labs available for my use. Suddenly, I find that 
the one computer lab suited to my schedule 
and abilities is off limits to me. 

Any student who uses the computer labs 
on campus knows that the computer labs in 
C-Building are unavailable far more often 


than they are available, and that the equip- ~ 


Observer Letters 


ment is substandard to that in the A lab. 

Additionally, I use the smaller hard-disk 
because I find it more durable and reliable; 
most of the computers in the C labs will not 
accept these. 

I respectfully request that the ban on A lab 
computers for users of Bank Street Writer and 
Norton Textra be lifted in the interest of 
fairness to all students. 

In the absence of this action, I would at 
least hope that the faculty will be advised that 
the availability of computers to this group of 
studentshas been seriously limited. If our 
papers are submitted late or untyped, this new 
policy i is part of the reason why. 

Janet Clark, liberal arts 


Observer looks smashing, reader says 


To the editor: 

Ijust read the Observer from cover to cover 
and it is smashing ! The format, photos, 
selection of type in addition to content are 


impressive. I really look forward to each issue; 
Editors, reporters and etc., I know you’!l keep 
up the good work ! 

Sincerely, Gail Maciejewski, instructor 


Reader criticizes capital punishment column 


To the editor: 

As if we (“we” meaning all living crea- 
tures) did not have enough killing going on in 
the world, there are those on campus who 
strongly favor capital punishment and by so 
doing add further fuel to the madness known 
as ordained death. 

It’s sad! 


On one hand, we have swastikas appearing 
in the likeliest of places (men’s toilets in C- 
Building,) and on the other hand there are 
people advocating state sponsored death of 
miscreants. Humanity is being outdistanced 
by frustratt6n and expediency. Some of us are 
cheering them on. It’s déja-vu already. 
Warren F. Kelley 
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Free-speech limits 
threaten campuses 


N.H. legislator’s bill attempts to thwart 
power of politically correct speech zealots 


By SCOTT DUPONT 

Observer Staff Reporter 
n issue involving college-level teach 
ers and students is attracting atten 
tion. 


The First Amendment, which defines the 
constitutional right to freedom of speech, is 
being seized by the recent political correct- 
ness movement. 

According to N.H. Sen. Thomas P. 
Colantuono, the political correctness move- 
ment, “has spawned things called speech codes 
that try to define certain categories of speech 
as being unacceptable and cause for disci- 
pline, ranging from censure to expulsion.” 

For example, in: 

Durham, N.H. — communications pro- 
fessor J. Donald Silva has reportedly been 
suspended for using sexual innuendos to ex- 
plain various concepts and ideas. 

Iowa City — The subject of sex has also 
found its way into the classroom and some 
students are not pleased. In answer to the 
students’ complaints, teachers were instructed 
to forewarn students about such subjects. 
Faculty members called such an order censor- 
ship. 

Los Angeles — Members of the Alpha Tau 
Omega fraternity walked on thin ice when a 
private newsletter fell into the hands of the 
school newspaper staff and offended the col- 
lege group, Advocates Working Against Sexual 
Harassment. 

Northern Essex Community College — 
Are the First Amendment rights of the faculty 
and student body being infringed upon? Are 
college students afraid to speak their minds? 

Orlando Maldonado doesn’t believe this 
is so. 

“T have no fear in speaking about what I 
believe in,” said Maldonado, a liberal arts/ 
computer science major. 

“Tve never been afraid to speak up in class 


News Column 


or been offended by what others have said,” 
said Dan Lane, an electronics technology 
major. 

Stacy Cooper, a paralegal major, believes 
the opposite. 

“Ifa student or faculty member disagrees 
with your beliefs, then they form their own 
personal opinions about you.” 

Jim Michitson, an NECC faculty member, 
said that in eight years of teaching, “I haven’t 
run into a situation in which I’ve offended 
someone or been offended by anyone.” 

Out of all students and teachers inter- 
viewed at NECC, none have faced disciplin- 
ary action froma freedom-of-speech- aaepeed 
issue. 

Recently, a bill sponsored by California’s 
Sen. Bill Leonard passed, prohibiting policies 
that would punish students solely for speech 
or other constitutionally protected commu- 
nication. 

On Feb. 9, in Concord, N.H.,a bill brought 
before the senate by Colantuono was of simi- 
lar intent. 

In rebuttal to Colantuono’s bill, represen- 
tatives from New Hampshire College and 
University Council, as well as Dartmouth 
College, stated that, “both the United States 
and New Hampshire Constitutions have 
placed limitations only upon actions under- 
taken by governmental entities.” 

The council recognized that “federal courts 
consistently have held that private colleges 
and universities are not governmental enti- 
ties. 

“Private colleges and universities, like other 
private employers and businesses, have the 
constitutionally protected right to enter into 
employment contracts and contracts with 
their consumers, namely students, which may 
define their relationships,” the council said. 

Colantuono’s bill was tabled. 


Got a gripe? 
Write a letter to the 
editor today to tell the 
NECC community how 


you feel. Drop it off in 
the Student Center by 
March 23. Thanks and 
have a great 
Spring Break! 
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NBA star 
falis short 


Shag poor role model 


By PARRY R. HEADRICK 
Observer Editor 


| ike his turn-around-jumper, his im 
pression of a role model/entertain- 
ment chameleon, falls short. 

His primary goals should include breaking 
NBA records, not backboards, or making rap 
records, commercials and movies: all of which 
are mere fantasies without the NBA. 

“You have to understand,” Shaquille 
O’Neal once said. “I’m a man with many 
talents.” 

So are Boston Celtics legend Larry Bird, 
and former LA Lakers all-star Magic Johnson, 
neither of whom, went out of their way to 
exploit themselves for cash as rookies. 

Trash talk: During the NBA all-star game, 
after discussing O’Neal’s pregame antics (i.e. 
ripping the microphone away from a sur- 
prised commentator to taunt his reputable 
opponents with, “I’m coming to get you”), 
Johnson was asked how he spent time during 
the off-season. 

“Are you kidding me?” he asked. “I was 
working on my game.” 

Blind is the man unable to recognize 
O’Neal’s potential. He dominates the low- 
post game, stuffing the ball home with in- 
creasing regularity, and leads the league in 
scoring and field goal percentage. 

One-man act: However, O’Neal, as his 
Shag Attagcommercial incriminates perfectly, 
is a one-dimensional player. 

“Do you want to see me shoot the ball?” he 
raps. 

“No!” responds the staged audience. 

“Should I pass the ball?” he continues. 

“No!” 

“Should I dunk the ball?” 

“Yes!” the crowd bellows orgasmically. 

What kind of a role model are we making 
rich here? 

The Orlando Magic ought to be ashamed 
for allowing him to demote a team sport to a 
game where the best player won’t pass the 
ball. 

Disgusting images of bad acting, rapping, 
ball-hogging youngsters aren’t hard to pic- 
ture. As thousands of basketball coaches re- 
mind teams ofall levels, there is no “I” in the 
word “team.” O’Neal has managed to find 
the “m” and “e,” however. 

Unlike many past and present NBA greats 
(no matter how great O’Neal thinks he is), he 
has no go-to shot when the game is on the line 
— Kareem Abdul Jabbar had the sky-hook, 


Andre Rivera, liberal arts 
“I think he’s in it for the money. He 
isn’t Michael Jordan” 


Heather Mancini, liberal arts 
“He spends more time endorsing 
products for his own personal gain.” 


_Observer Column_ 


Ewing wins the game from anywhere ect. 

According to Mike Ryan, Boston Herald 
sports reporter, O’Neal is showing little sign 
of improvement. 

Standstill: “Shaquille is a strong player 
underneath,” he said. “But he’s essentially 
useless from beyond 5 feet from the basket. 
His game has basically flat-lined” 

Orlando Magic general manager, Pat Wil- 
liams, doesn’t agree. 

“O’Neal is gradually improving,” he said. 
“He’s got a little hook shot going, but he’s 
still young. As for his play underneath, our 
fans expect him to dunk the ball — not shoot 
from the perimeter.” 

Magic fans should also expect an NBA 
championship before O’Neal’s career expires. 
Unfortunately for his admirers, however, he 
seems more interested in running with the 
dough, championship or not. 

Later bro’: “I know for a fact that I won’t 
be playing when I’m 31,” he reportedly said, 
when talking about the longevity of Patrick 
Ewing, New York Knicks center. 

O’Neal hasn’t even completed his second 
year for the Magic and is already scoffing at 
the prospect of a long and fruitful career. 
Undoubtedly, he’ll justify his early exit on 
these grounds: he already has enough fruit to 
last 31 lifetimes. 

O’Neal’s outlook on his hoop career seems 
wishy washy. Making a fast buck outweighs 
any personal commitment he pretends to 
have in the NBA. 

Not even a twinkle: Hell, he’s already 
participated (by no means did he star — the 
word “star” implies a glowing contribution 
was made) in the movie Blue Chips. Granted, 
he uttered no complete sentences, but he 
attracted droves of fans eager to witness hun- 
dreds of power dunks. 

O’Neal not only dunks, but he tries and 
succeeds from time to time, to rip the 
backboard down. The fans love it, and big 
companies love the endorsement potential. A 
few problems arise from the act, however. 

Fatal: “First of all, it’s a technical foul,” 
Ryan said. “Secondly, it’s dangerous. A little 
boy was killed when the backboard came 
down on him, trying to be like Shaq. Compa- 
nies shouldn’t endorse violence.” 

“I’m very sorry about that boy,” Williams 
said. “That was obviously an unfortunate 
incident. But thousands of people want Shaq 


sport.” 


Mike Tardy, liberal arts 
“J think he’s pretty much concerned 
with wealth and status as a money- 
maker, rather than the love for the 
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to do what he does best, and the big compa- 
nies know it.” 

Man of steel: Making the loot he does 
hasn’t improved his disposition. O’ Neal, hav- 
ing complained since his LSU days about the 
way opponents aggressively guard him, 
punched Magic teammate, Keith Tower, in 
the face for that very reason. 

What’s more, according to an article in 
Sports Illustrated, teammate Scott Skiles tried 
to patch things up by coaxing the two to 
shake hands. No luck. Because he wears 
Superman’s Stattooed on his arm, apparently 
he thought Tower had kryptonite in his ex- 
tended hand. 

Just imagine the endorsement potential 
for Band Aid. 

“Should I keep it cool?” O’Neal could rap. 

“No!” 

“Did I finish school?” 

SNolg 

“Should I punch this fool?” 

Yes!” 


[= 


Marle Timothee, ASL 


basketball.” 


“I think he is in it for personal 
recognition. He is trying too many 
things at once instead of playing 
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“Shag Attag Band Aides, for when you’re 
just too good to talk things out.” 

Sure it’s an exaggeration, but would 
O’Neal think so? According to the They said 
it section of Sports Illustrated, endorsement 
Goliath O’Neal said, regarding the possibility 
his respiratory problems could be asthma, “I 
could do a Primatene Mist commercial.” 

Take responsibility: O’Neal (this editor 
refuses to call him “Shaq” despite possible 
attaqs) is barely old enough to drink, thus, 
young kids identify with him like no one 
before him. For this reason alone, he must 
begin to grasp his status by the horns and 
steer children in the right direction. 

Forget about Hollywood for a few years. 
O’Neal, you’re already a star in the NBA. 
Judging by the $15.2 million you’ve man- 
aged to accumulate overnight, you don’t 
need to make low-quality rap records either. 
Show a little class; work on your game before 
you continue working your mouth. 

Ever tried karaoke? 


Is Shaq more interested in fame or hoops? 


Robert Richardson, liberal arts 
“Basketball has been his life for at 
least 15 years. NBA is his livelihood; 
acting is just a hobby.” 
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Government 


caves in again 


Seat belt law invades privacy, 
benefits insurance companies 


By MARK PALERMO 
Observer Guest Columnist 


tory seat belt law, our insurance premi 

ums will go down, right? Wrong. And 
wouldn’t the state lose millions of dollars in 
federal highway funds without it? 

Wrong again. 

And won’t the new seat belt law at least 
save lives? 

Right. 

And that’s why I have always worn a seat 
belt, whether or not I am forced to by law. 

But I object to this law. It represents yet 
another example of government’s subordina- 
tion to special interests, another encroach- 
ment on our right to privacy and another 
detestable, loathsome example of welfare 
abuse — in this case, welfare for multinational 
insurance companies. 

Slow down: There are many ways we 
could save lives if we wanted to start legislat- 
ing good sense. For instance, we could pass a 
law to reduce the maximum speed limit on 
the highway to 50 or even 40 miles per hour. 

How about a law that mandates that ev- 
eryone take a multivitamin every day? Perhaps 
a simple blood test could be devised to deter- 
mine compliance — government could then 
assess penalties for those who remain defi- 
cient in essential vitamins. 

Let’s not forget the greatest killer of all — 
heart disease. Legislation could be designed 
by elitist social engineers to monitor choles- 
terol levels. Those who have high levels could 
be mandated to attend a “Diet Workshop” or 
compelled to join a health club. 

Smoking’s a killer if ever there was one. 
But don’t worry. We can fix it — by legislating. 
We'll make it illegal. All of these laws, if 
enacted, would save lives as well as a vast 
amount of money that insurance companies 
would not have to pay out. 

Crazy: Do these ideas sound too far out? 
They shouldn’t. As stupid as they sound, they 
are not too far from reality. 

For example, cholesterol testing as a pre- 
condition of employment has already been 


| sn’t it wonderful? With the new manda 


The Berkshires 
There’s Something 
Special About Living 
and Learning Here 


Guest Column 


initiated by some companies. The rationale is 
that “everyone else’s” insurance rates won’t 
go up if insurance companies can screen out 
bad health risks. 

Smoking in your own home on your own 
time is already illegal for newly hired state 
employees as well as grounds for termination 
from employment in several major corpora- 
tions. 

And while the mandatory multivitamin 
idea apparently hasn’t occurred to insurance 
companies yet, governments haven’t any res- 
ervations about putting additives into our 
drinking water. If your house is hooked up to 
a municipal water supply, you are drinking 
and bathing in fluoride every day because the 
government decided that it is good for your 
teeth. 

Greed reigns: The fact that fluoride has 
for decades been the main ingredient in com- 
mercial rat poisons has somehow been ig- 
nored. But that may have more to do with the 
profits of the companies that market fluoride 
than about the government’s concern over 
our dental health. 

Why doesn’t the government offer us free 
fluoride pills instead of forcing everyone to 
ingest this noxious substance? 

There are usually at least two reasons for 
everything government does. Whether pass- 
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ing innocuous laws, declaring major wars or 
implementing seemingly absurd foreign 
policy, there exist both the public pretense 
and the real reason. 

For instance, during the Gulf War, the 
media-industrial complex force-fed the Ameri- 
can public the idea of Saddam Hussein as a 
modern-day Hitler. That was part of the 
public pretense. 

Wrong reasons: Iraq invaded a free coun- 
try without provocation. They killed babies, 
looted Mercedes-Benz automobiles from auto 
showrooms, raped women, stole medical 
equipment from hospitals. But of course the 
real reason for our intervention was that we 
wanted to protect “our” oil supplies. Saddam 
Hussein was our buddy when he was killing 
for us in the Iran-Iraq War, which claimed a 
million lives. 

Somalia is another example of this prin- 
ciple in operation. Saturating us with images 
of piteous starving refugees, the media evoked 
the desired military interventionist response 
from the American public. 

The real reason for our intervention had 
nothing to do with altruism or compassion. 
Just look at Somalia on a world map. Its 
strategic location parallels that of Saudi Arabia 
in military importance. And the oil reserves in 
Somalia are abundant. 

While the new seat belt law obviously pales 
in significance when compared to a major war 
or intervention, the principle of government 
having two reasons for everything it does 
remains valid. 

Safeguards: The innocuous Pabulum, 
trumpeted from the rooftops, about the new 
seat belt law was calculated and measured. It 
would save lives. It would lower insurance 
rates. It would reduce the financial burden on 
society in caring for the injured. It would 
enable us to take advantage of federal high- 
way funds. Those were the pretenses. The real 
reason was conveniently overlooked. 

The new seat belt law is not going to 
reduce anyone’s rates. If you believe the 
insurance industry’s propaganda, you prob- 
ably took the bait on some other whoppers as 
well, like Congressman Marty Meehan’s clas- 
sic, “NAFTA means more jobs for Ameri- 
cans.” 

The truth is insurance companies don’t 
care about giving us a break. Forty-five other 
states have mandatory seat belt laws and none 
of them have cut their premiums. There is no 
reason to believe Massachusetts will be differ- 
ent. 
A perfect world for an insurance company 
would exist if it could just take in money 
without having to pay any out. We are likely 
to see significant revisions in the civil code of 
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this country as the result of the influence of 
the insurance industry on existing laws that 
affect their profitability. 

Don’t believe for one minute that ifinsur- 
ance companies get a break by allowing them 
to increase their bottom-line profits, they are 
going to merrily pass the savings on to us. 

Since 1986, Massachusetts highway fatali- 
ties fell from 811 to only 446 last year. During 
the same period, serious motor vehicle inju- 
ries have decreased 27 percent. And Massa- 
chusetts has had the lowest number of high- 
way fatalities in the country for three straight 
years now. Have our insurance premiums 
gone down as a result of an exemplary safety 
record? 

Who knows?: The insurance industry and 
the myriad of bum-kissers that trumpet the 
party line are fond of saying that an insurance- 
rate decrease is mandated by this seat belt law. 
They are only half right. And being half right 
is like being half pregnant. 

A rate decrease is indeed written into the 
law, but (the slippery devils) it’s an unconsti- 
tutional mandate already having been tested 
in Massachusetts Supreme Court (Aetna vs. 
Insurance Commissioner, 1970). 

After all the furor over the law dies down 
and public opinion is focused on something 
important like Michael Jackson’s secret life, 
or Cher’s opinions on love relationships, the 
insurance industry will challenge it and win. 
The people will lose another round and fall a 
tiny bit further down the slippery slope of 
serfdom under the New World Order. 

Another canard that refuses to go away is 
that we would lose millions of dollars of 
federal highway funds without passage of this 
law. 

According to The Committee to Repeal 
the Mandatory Seat Belt Law, “Absolutely 
not. A small percentage of funds from only 
three out of dozens of line-items in the federal 
highway trust fund will be transferred to the 
state’s Highway Safety Program, to be spent 
improving highway safety in Massachusetts.” 

Senators too: Talk about welfare abuse. 
This is welfare for both the insurance industry 
and the police as well. Not surprisingly, our 
own Sen. James “Billy’s Butle” Jajuga iovesit. 
At 25 bucks a pop, that’s a helluva lot of 
“revenue enhancement,” eyes 

I don’t want to pick on the cops. That has 
got to be one of the hardest, most stressful 
jobs there is. But I would like to see police 
power allocated sensibly and not wasted. Have 
you ever wondered at the vigor and efficiency 
with which minor parking and traffic viola- 
tions are enforced? 

The point is, police should not be put in 
the position of being de-facto tax collectors. 
Instead, they should be freed to devote all of 
their energies to stem violent crime — not 
monitor seat belt violations. Our president 
wants to put 100,000 more cops on the 
streets. Is this how we are going to use them? 
If so, let’s not bother. 

So far I have listed a lot of reasons why this 
new law’s undesirable. But there is yet an- 
other reason. And it may be the most impor- 
tant reason of all. There is one characteristic 
of a plutocratic government that stands as 
evidence of lack of leadership and contempt 
for the very people it is supposed to serve. 

That characteristic is self-righteous arro- 
gance. 

No individualism: When a government is 
arrogant, it consciously or unconsciously com- 
municates to people that they don’t count, 
that government doesn’t care about their 
wishes. 

Arrogant leadership usually isn’t leader- 
ship at all because it is cut off from the hearts 
and minds of the people it is supposed to 
serve. 

To fill the leadership vacuum, all kinds of 
substitutes come to the fore: technocrats, 
authoritarians, academic autocrats, 
charismatics, power-trippers, etc. Where true 
leadership empowers people, false leadership 
takes power away and demeans people. 

In 1986, the voters of this state rejected 
the seat belt law by a large majority. Yet our 
leaders have once again ignored our wishes 
and rammed this bill through. 

This is an imperial government. This is 
Massachusetts, a place where legislators have 
the cheek to vote themselves pay-raises in 
secret, midnight sessions and kill grassroots 
initiatives like term limits. 

Thomas Jefferson said, “Government de- 
rives its just powers from the consent of the 
governed.” Did we give our consent to the 
mandatory seat belt law? 

Editor’s note: Mark Palermo is an ESL 
professor. 
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Hawrylciw, assistant dean, division of hu- 
manities and communication, said. “It’s (drop- 
out rate) a unique problem. We have a large 
number of unprepared students, a lot more 
people from technical and vocational schools.” 

Not so bad: Although students leave school 
for many reasons, McDonald noted that trans- 
fer dropouts are considered the successful 
type of dropout to administration. 

Students, however, considering dropping 
_out beciue: of poor marks receive a second 
chance with the college’s academic probation 
policy. 

NECC sends a letter to the student de- 
scribing the policy along with a special regis- 
tration for probation students. A special coun- 
selor is also assigned to meet with students. 

The number of students ineligible to take 
classes is not high, however, due to the 
accessment test. The test, given to students 
after they enroll, decides the performance 
level of students and what type of classes suit 
them. Because of the test, students end up in 
classes they may pass as oppose to classes they 
don’t stand a chance in. 

Currently: “This semester, so far, they 
have stayed filled,” Barbara Stachniewicz, 
basic writing teacher, said. With basic writing, 
a developmental course, 30 enrolled in 
Stachniewicz’s course, 25 showed up, 23 
remain. 

“Tf students end up in higher classes, there 
are more casualties,” McDonald said. 

“Student’s take the accessment test, and if 
it says they are not ready for a brain surgery 
class, then we don’t put them in a brain 
surgery class,” Landry said. 

Students might end up attending a devel- 
opmental course which doesn’t give them 
college credit, yet it saves the student from 
flunking a course needed for graduation or 
transfer. 

While the dropout rate remains reason- 
able for the present, NECC plans to run 
seminars and meet with advisers to explain 
the advantages of getting an NECC degree 
before transferring. 

Main concern: For now, student services 
believes in carrying out certain steps to keep 
students enrolled for the full, two years. Their 
first step focuses on getting people in the 
classroom. This process relies on what Landry 
calls “fit.” 

“We try to help students fit into the pro- 
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gram that they will succeed in,” Landry said. 
Another major factor in the process of keep- 
ing students is putting a proper financial aid 
package together so people secure enough 
funds to attend college. NECC holds one of 
the largest financial aid packages in the state 
at $5 million. 

“Tf there is no financial aid package, then 
there is no chance to fit or to succeed; they’re 
not even here,” Landry said. 

Gimmicks: NECC doesn’t carry a fancy 
name for its program to keep students en- 
rolled, but it was their main focus because 
other colleges are suffering severe head count 
losses, Landry said 

“People go where they get what they want 
or what they need,” Landry said. 

NECC’s enrollment dipped 100 students 
from spring 793, Landry said. 75 percent of 
students would benefit with a NECC degree 
first, before jumping into a four-year institu- 
tion. The good news for students is that 
NECC holdsa Massachusetts state-wide trans- 
fer contract. 

The college carries ajoint-admission policy 
with Salem State and the University of Mas- 
sachusetts, stipulating if a students gets their 
degree at NECC, it is automatically trans- 
ferred to one of those two colleges and the 
student is considered a junior. 

Stipulation: Students must at least main- 
tain a 2.5 grade point average. NECC also 
holds an articulation agreement with Bradford 
College, which offers more financial aid. 

Landry said students jump in over their 
heads by not going to NECC first. 

“Students are not dumb; they are just 
going crazy,” Landry said. “Living inadorm, 
with 50,000 students, drinking their brains 
out, they go crazy. More affluent students are 
going here; go in the parking lot and look at 
the cars.” 
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“T have students that received a ‘b,’ but 
would have got an ‘A’ if we were able to get 
together,” Fauske said. 

Subpar: Julie Bornstein, Interpreter train- 
ing, said the part-time instructors she had 
when enrolled in the liberal arts program, 
were less than satisfactory. 

“T think that part timers are very hard to 
contact,” she said. “there is no student/ 
teacher relationship. Some of them have an 
attitude like, ‘don’t bother me—I’m only a 
part-timer.” I'd much rather have a full-timer 
because they are much more resourceful, and 
tend to know more about how this college 
works.” 

Asked what steps would rectify the advi- 
sory deficit, NECC President, John R. Dim- 
itry, said a solution is in order. 

Equal responsibility: “The only way I can 
see to do it on a systematic basis, is to require 
that part timers have office hours,” he said. 
“It could be done. And it’s something you’d 
have to build into the contract, just like full 
timers. It should be proportional to the num- 
ber of hours you teach.” 

Roger Dufresne, professor, department of 
accounting, said the disproportionate num- 
ber of part time instructors cheats the stu- 
dents of a complete college atmosphere. 

“Tt’s too bad,” he said. “But the fact of the 
matter is, students just don’t have the benefit 
of complete instructors. They’re missing the 


full college ambiance.” 

Some students feel no ill effects as a result 
of the part time instructors, however. 

Lori Bolduc, liberal arts, said she finds part 
time teachers very helpful and responsive. 

Superb: “T had a part-time instructor who 
was very good at meeting my needs,” she said. 
“She had a couple of office hours a week, and 
I could reach her if I needed to. She was 
actually very good.” 

Faculty and administrators are possibly 
more concerned about students than stu- 
dents themselves. Out of roughly 40 students 
asked, only four students knew if they had 
full-or part time teachers. Of those four, two 
were aware of their teacher’s office hours, or 
lack of. The typical response to the initial 
question was “I don’t know.” 


Roger Dufresne 


“Its too bad,” he said. “But 
the fact of the matter 1s, 
students just don°t have the 
benefit of complete in- 
structors. They’re missing 
the full college ambiance.” 


Security captain warns 
students about parking 


Handicapped violators towed without warning 


By CARLENE EVERLY 
Observer Staff Reporter 


Geno Mattozzi wants student cooperation. 

According to the NECC security captain, 
two problems have surfaced lately. 

Drivers balking or refusing to drive to Lot 
#1 when directed and non-stickered drivers 
parking in handicapped spaces. 

“Some students, when asked to go to Lot 
#1, drive around and try to fit in jammed 
lots,” Mattozzi said. “That’s dangerous to 
pedestrians and drivers. Snow is high on both 
sides of the entrances, and they can’t see left 
orright. We don’t owe youa parking spot. If 
you become a nuisance, you will be towed to 
keep your car offcampus. That’s the college’s 
policy,” he said. 

Emergencies: The issue of emergency 
vehicles is another of the captain’s concerns. 
“We have to maintain safety. When traffic 
becomes congested, emergency vehicles get 
blocked.” 

“For those who continue to park in handi- 


capped spots without a special sticker or plate, 
and think we don’t have the authority to tow, 
we have a surprise,” Mattozzi said. “If you 
are in the same spot more than twice, we'll 
tow and you’ll pay.” 

He said five cars were towed away this 
year. 

“These are state grounds with state laws 
and we will enforce them.” 

The captain feels that security has been 
liberal so far. He says that if the state police 
were called, it would be a $100 fine plus 
towing costs. 

“We can tow without a warning according 
to the Dean of Administration,” he said. 

Students are advised to exercise good 
judgement when parking at NECC. Not only 
is parking in a handicapped zone illegal, it also 
cheats the people who really need the spots: 
the handicapped. 

Ifa person has repeated offences, his name 
will be submitted to the Dean of Students and 
he will be recommended for suspension, said 
Mattozzi. 
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CLEP test helps 


to waive 


classes 


Test offers alternate way to gain credit 


By TRACY GEEKIE 
Observer Staff Reporter 


r Nhe College Level Examination Pro 
gram (CLEP) is an optional way to 
earn credit for a class, without taking 

a full semester and for a fraction of the cost. 

Students are given credit provided they 
receive a score comparable to the course load 
curriculum, which is not always feasible, ac- 
cording to Patricia Belmont, assessment cen- 
ter director and of instructional support ser- 
vices adviser. 

“If you don’t know the information, I 
don’t see it as an easy way... It’s really a final 
in a class,” she said. 

In addition, Belmont cautions students 
against taking the exams for the wrong rea- 
sons. 

“IT would never encourage someone to 
take English Composition ] & 2 so that you 
don’t have to put up with learning the sub- 
ject,” she said. 

Amanual titled, Preparation for the CLEP, 
available in the library, reads, “CLEP exami- 
nations are open to anyone who desires to 
demonstrate college—level proficiency no mat- 
ter how or where that proficiency was gained.” 

What is it?: CLEP is offered by the Col- 
lege Board, an outside organization provid- 
ing this service at over 1,200 locations nation- 
wide. NECC is recognized as a limited test 
site, meaning that even though other area 
colleges are accommodated, students here 
are given priority in determining seating. 

“The limited (site) is for our students,” 
Belmont said. “If we have room, we allow 
outside people to come.” 


Study 


“Tf you don’t know the 
information, I don’t see it 
as an easy way... It’s really 
a final in a class,” 
Patricia Belmont said 


Though, she added, “We’ve never turned 
anyone away.” 

The exams offered through CLEP are 
divided into general and subject topics. 

General exams cover the liberal arts: math, 
humanities, natural & social sciences, and 
English. Four times a year the English Comp. 
exam includes an essay— the mandatory ver- 
sion needed for NECC credit. 

Subject exams target specific classes such 
as accounting and Introduction to Psychol- 
ogy. Although over 30 subjects are offered, 
not all exams are available so it’s important to 
review the list of accepted exams. This infor- 
mation, along with registration forms, can be 
obtained from Romaine Shea, technical assis- 
tant, academic support center, B-122. 

All things considered: Ninety minutes is 
allotted for both types of exams, but students 
with disabilities may be exempt. 

“Only students with documented hear- 
ing, learning, physical or visual disabilities are 
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eligible for special CLEP arrangements,” states 
program literature. 

CLEP also provides for students outside 
the 150 mile radius of any test site by arrang- 
ing an alternate location. Requests should be 
made well in advance since the process takes 
a few weeks to complete. 

Keepin mind: Transferring students should 
contact their intended college regarding CLEP 
acceptance since each college or university 
uses its own discretion in accepting scores 
and/or exams. 

“We warn you that we’re worried that you 
think that just because we accept a 420, that 
another college will,” Belmont said. “Usually 
ifit’s here as a transfer package, I see it going.” 


The number of students that register for 
the program, is relatively low Belmont said. 
On average, the type of student approaching 
CLEP is older and needs to earn credits faster. 

The right choice: Belmont advises inter- 
ested students to read the CLEP information 
and to consult their adviser before register- 
ing. Students should prepare by taking the 
practice exams in the manual in order to 
gauge their success rate. 

With college credits so hard and expensive 
to earn these days the CLEP test offers an 
alternative for those who can not attend class 
or afford to. But it is not always the easiest 
way out. And should not be taken simply to 
avoid class time. 


TV club offers introduction to broadcasting field 


By PAUL CARTEIRO 
Observer Staff Reporter 


ne of many NECC clubs offering 
() education and knowledge, the tele 

vision club offers insight into the 
communications field. 

The club educates students about the tele- 
vision industry, enabling them to work in the 
studio with actual equipment. 

“The club is an avenue for people inter- 
ested in TV,” said Jim Hellesen, club adviser. 

Over the years, the club has videotaped 
campus activities and sporting events. Video 
presentations promoting NECC have also 
been produced. 

Many options: Club members can choose 
from a variety of productions, from class 
assignments to personal videos for family 
viewing. 

“Members decide what to do,” 
said. 

Through the club, many students realize 
cr television industry isn’t as easy as it ap- 


Hellesen 


pears. 

The various equipment, terminology and 
techniques used demonstrates the field’s dif- 
ficulty and complexity. 

“Tt’s real glitzy, but it takes a lot of work,” 
Hellesen said. 

Work togther: Club members also learn 
the value of teamwork and cooperation. 

“Teamwork is the principal aspect,” 
Hellesen said. “Members should be willing to 
do things when asked by other members.” 

Although cooperation within the club 
stressed, members are not pressured into 
doing things they are not comfortable doing. 

“Members are not obligated to perform 
tasks which they do not want to do,” Hellesen 
said. 

Students interested in television are in- 
vited to attend club meetings held each 
Monday from 11] a.m. to noon, in A-123 in 
the library on the Haverhill campus. 

For more information, call Hellesen at 
374-3900 ext. 3669 he will be happy to 
answer any questions. 
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Salisbury of yesteryear 


Memories of calm, relaxing area gone as town changes 


By LANA PETTY 
Observer Staff Reporter 


he sounds of the surf and sea gulls fill 
the room. Sea shells and driftwood 
decorate tables and bureaus. 

A large, unfinished canvas of the Flying 
Horses merry-go-round takes up most of the 
wall next to the oversized aquarium, and 
antique pictures of Salisbury Beach hang on 
the opposite wall. 

Bruce Lonardo is a history buff — specifi- 
cally, the history of Salisbury Beach. 

The 31-year-old Methuen commercial art 
student remembers childhood summers on 
the beach and is trying to collect pictures and 
artifacts of a rapidly disappearing era. 

Adjustments: “Did you know that there 
was a swimming pool on the beach?” he asks, 
recounting the story of a swimmer who used 
to show off fancy dives. 

He pulls out a photograph of the ruins of 
an old swimming pool and a jar containing 
what looks like pebbles. 

“I chipped off some concrete and saved 
it,” he says. 

He pulls out more pictures. 

“T don’t know when the roller coaster was 
built, but Iremember walking under it. It was 
like a forest, it was so big.” 

The old photographs show a roller coaster 
that looked as if it took up at least half the 
town. 

“They tore it down in 78,” he says. 

Fun: He names off his favorite rides. 

“T rode the Himalaya, the Scrambler, the 
Trabant. There was one called It’s a Bargain. 
One had a live D.J., who played ’50s music 


Surf’s up! 
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CROWDS GATHER in the summer heat many years ago at the historic Ocean 


Echo. 


and talked to the crowd, as they whirled 
around on the rides. 

“I remember the sounds, people on the 
rides laughing and screaming, the music, the 
laughing lady and the smells on the beach; of 
fried clams and the coconut on the spiced 
apples,” he says. 


Fragrance: He pulls out an aerosol can of 
coconut scent and sprayed the air. 

“T love the smell of coconut now; it brings 
back memories,” he says. 

In the late 1890s, the Flying Horses were 
built on Coney Island. 

“Salisbury bought them in 1914, where 


they remained until they were sold to San 
Diego in 1976. I looked for 10 years for old 
pictures of the main street on the beach to 
find how it looked. 

“T always wanted to paint a picture of the 
Flying Horses,” he says. 

Lonardo found some old postcards, which 
he bought from Eddie Baker, a popular local 
artist. 

He didn’t get his chance to see the Flying 
Horses again, however, until he saw an article 
in the Haverhill Gazette about Frank Leone’s 
trip to San Diego—with a picture of Leone’s 
daughter on the Flying Horses. 

Recognize: He immediately called Leone; 
only later did he discover that his grandfather 
and Leon’s father had been friends. 

Leone gave him a copy of the photograph 
and now Lonardo is painting the picture he 
dreamt of for so long. 

“['m not that old,” he says, “But I’m 
amazed at people who don’t remember 
Salisbury Beach and the rides that used to be 
there. Now so many buildings and amuse- 
ments have been torn down or destroyed in a 
fire. I wouldn’t mind it if they put casinos in, 
if they are respectable and there are things for 
families and children to do. 

“T still go to the beach for the serenity, but 
it seems lonely now.” 
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“Did you know that there 


was a swimming pool on 
the beach?” he asks. 
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Professor teaches 
‘language of the eyes’ 


Complicated method of voiceless communication 


By LANA PETTEY 


Observer Staff Reporter 
ill Huston is a very busy man. He is hard to reach 

B between classes and meetings with students and when 
you do meet him, you see why. 

Dedicated to a subject he obviously finds compelling, 
Huston heads NECC’s Interpreter Training Program. 

Communication: Interpreters use American Sign Lan- 
guage to translate the spoken word to signs that deafand hard- 
of-hearing persons can understand. 

ASL is not just signs for the English language — it is a 
language unto itself. 

In fact, it is the third most common language in the United 
States; English and Spanish being first and second, Huston 
said. 

But that’s where the similarity ends. 

Process: As Huston warmed to his subject, he explained 
that spoken language enters the brain through the ears and 
then processed through the temporal lobes. 

Sign language, however, enters through the eyes, goes to 
the back of the brain and then, “somewhere up here to be 
processed,” he said, waving his hands over his head. 

The brain has to be retrained “neuro-linguistically,” he 
said. “ASL is truly a language of the eyes.” 

In order to express thoughts in ASL, one not only uses 
these different parts of the brain, but different parts of the 
body as well. 

Keys: Spoken language depends on lips, tongue and voice 
to give meaning. Sign language depends on facial expression, 
eye contact and gross and fine motor control. 

“And you thought learning Spanish or French was diffi- 
cult,” Huston said with a smile. 

“ASL is not just a language; it is also part of a culture that 
is rich, vibrant and powerful.” 

Most children are discouraged from pointing or gesturing, 
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Different skills 


Spoken language depends on lips, 
tongue and voice to give meaning. 
Sign language depends on facial 
expression, eye contact, gross and 
fine motor control. 


but in the deaf culture, eye contact, physical closeness and 
even physical contact is necessary. 

Calling the English culture boundary-sensitive, Huston 
said, “Language is a mirror of culture. You cannot separate 
them without doing injustice to both.” 

When?: Using only sign language as a young child, 
Huston didn’t speak until he was 5. 

There are several other forms of sign language. Other 
commonly used forms of English are used to teach grammar 
to students. Eventually, Huston’s students will learn all of 
them. 

Asked what makes a good interpreter, he leaned back and 
considered the ceiling, and said, “I have 50 people in my 
classes. Each one is a completely different person from the 
others. It’s hard work and takes a special person, a determined 
person.” 

All sexes: Stating that most of his students are women, he 
said he believes women to be more flexible. Men are some- 
times reluctant to wave their arms about, but “I’m. an ex- 
marine and it doesn’t bother me a bit.” 

Discussing the future, he said, “I would like to get better 
as a teacher. I’m always trying to learn new things and find 


ASL wonder 


S. Dupont photo 
WHAT’S BILL HUSTON saying? Perhaps only he and 
his ASL students understand his facial expression. 


better tools to teach. These students are covering material in 
two years that should take six. 

“T have people from 18 to 56 years ofage in my classes with 
G.E.D.’s and with bachelor’s and master’s degrees. 

“T couldn’t ask for better students,” he added. “They’re 
the best.” 
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Drowning memories in booze 


Writer looks into the challenging life of a recovering alcoholic 


By CARLENE EVERLY 
Observer Staff Reporter 


he’s 28 now with two kids and no husband. A knight in 
S shining armor helped her end that bad relationship. As 

it turns out, the boyfriend was no knight, either. She’s 
alone again, except for the two kids. 

Welfare pays for college. She’s doing OK — except for the 
demons. 

When her ex-husband has the kids on a weekend, and 
sometimes when he doesn’t, the demons summon her. They 
call from a bottle of Jack Daniels. They promise to numb the 
pain. 

Her name is Marion. She is one of 10,000,000 alcoholics 
in the United States today. 

Some of them hold jobs during the day and beat their 
families at night. Some lay in shelter beds. Others lean against 
buildings, waiting for a sucker to palm them a buck. Some sit 
in college classes waiting to be statistics. (Alcoholic-related 
fatalities are the major cause of death among college stu- 
dents. ) 

Still, others find a way to exorcise the demons and get 
sober. 

To do that, experts say that alcoholics have to go to 
Alcoholics Anonymous, get counseling, lose their enablers 
and old drinking buddies. 

Helping hand: Marion’s on the edge of sobriety. The 
boyfriend did one thing before he left. He showed her the 
door to AA. He stopped being an enabler — a person, 
according to the organization, who gives an alcoholic another 
chance after a binge. 

Marion’s family is trying to stop being enablers. But it’s 
hard, Her brother Tommy, born the same year she was, has 
moved in with her. 

Friday night, he went to the folks house. He wanted to stay 
over, but he couldn’t. 

He headed for the door, came back, sat down, talked 
without knowing what he was saying—a classic enabler, 
playing the roll of his sister’s caretaker. 

“T’ve got to get back,” he said. “I won’t be able to sleep. 


I’ve got to be there in case something happens.” 

Gives in: That something happened last week. Marion 
ducked out to have a drink with a knight in training. Her sister 
had the kids that night. 

Marion has a list of enablers. Besides her sister and brother, 
there are three grandparents and a friend or two. 

One night, they got themselves all confused trying to do 
Marion’s job of taking care of business — kid-wise. 

One of the kids, the 9-year old daughter, got stranded on 
a city street. She was playing in the snow with friends when her 
grandmother picked her up three hours later. 

“I was going to go over to Dunkin Donuts,” she told her 
grandmother, “but I didn’t have any money. Mom said to go 
to Darlene’s house, but she wasn’t home.” 

Nothing new: The grandmother fought back tears, but the 
9-year-old wasn’t crying. She was hardened to it all, like most 
children of alcoholics. 

Marion wasn’t drinking the night the kid was left alone. 
She was at a job, working under the table. She was so used to 
relying on people to take care of business that she forgot to tie 
up loose ends. 

AA said Marion’s biggest loose end is to find out why she 
drinks. 

“An alcoholic has to go to counseling,” her counselor said. 
“Drinking is just the symptom.” 

Some young alcoholics come from parents who drink. 
Some come from abusive or emotionally absent parents. Some 
get into a bad crowd. Usually, it’s a mixed bag of reasons. 

New to town: Marion’s family moved to Lowell from the 
suburbs when she was 7. They lived past the black railroad 
bridge with the smell of diesel and despair. Most of the 
neighborhood was working middle-class, but here and there 
on the street lived your average disguised dysfunctional 
families. 

Beyond the street waited the dark side ofa melting pot city: 
gangs, poverty and bad people. 

“Marion wasa shy and sheltered little girl from the suburbs 
then. She was like a lamb in a wolf’s neighborhood,” her 
counselor said. 

One day, down on the main street, Marion was introduced 


to some bad people. 

She had made a new friend at school. Maria’s family had 
just moved from Puerto Rico. While his daughters took a 
bath, and his wife shopped for groceries, Maria’s stepfather 
taught Marion a new lesson. He molested her. 

At the trial, he was slapped on the hand and sent home to 
his stepdaughters. For Marion, the damage was done. 

Throughout her teens, on this side of the black bridge, 
there were plenty of young boys to show a damaged girl a 
good time and city girlfriends were eager to show the 13-year- 
old the ropes. 

Lies: “Say you are sleeping over. Say you are going toa 
dance. Have your parents drop you off, then sneak out the 
back door,” they said. “This is how to be popular was the 
message from the street. This is our secret, said the city.” 

When the secret life of sex and alcohol was revealed, there 
was a lot of family counseling. But the demons were starting 
to gather. The demons from the street. They would wait in the 
bottle, stirring restlessly in the brown liquid until it was gone. 

Today, Marion is avoiding going back to AA. The knight- 
in-training likes to have a drink or two himself. But she is 
going to counseling. The message there: lose your drinking 
buddies. 

“A drunk has to totally change his life,” an AA member 
said. “Until that happens, the drinking won’t stop. That’s the 
hardest decision, to say good-bye to lifelong friends. But they 
are holding you back. They don’t care about you.” 

Eye — opening: “Counseling’s role with Marion is to help 
her see the role men play in her life,” said her therapist. 

Marion has all the AA and counseling lingo down pat. 
They are truths she can’t avoid. 

But she can’t avoid the memories either. They float to the 
surface when she is in class or playing with her daughters. 

They whisper in muffled voices when she is listening to 
family tell her the right thing to do. They lay in the bed next 
to her knight. And she knows there’s only one way to quiet the 
demons. 

She waits till the kids are asleep, then opens a door. She 
reaches around the corner for the familiar smoothness of the 
bottle, and the demons start to fade at the promise of it. 
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FAT BOYS became one of rap's most visible and imitated groups In the early ’80s. 


By DARREN LeFEBVRE 
Observer Staff Reporter 


he calendar reads 1978.You’re in the Palla 

dium in New York City, and the DJ mixes 

up Shadow Dancingand Jive Talking by the 
Bee Gees. 

Your platforms kill you, and your bell-bot- 
toms are wringing with sweat. 

The DJ spins Chic’s Goodtimes next, but 
where the female singers should chime in, you 
hear a funky poem instead. 

You strut back to the packed floor, and look 
up at the stage. A local group called the Sugarhill 
Gang is performing. What you are witnessing is 
the beginning of the next big thing - the baby 
steps of hip-hop. 

Beat streets: Before Janet Reno contem- 
plated hearings on gangsta rap, hip-hop hustlers 
had contests on street corners, seeing who was 
the best MC (short for microphone controller) 
and DJ. 

The winner usually got the loser’s equipment. 

Meanwhile, DJs soaked their records so the 
labels came off, prohibiting anyone from stealing 
or “biting” their beats. 

Hip-hop was first coined in what many con- 
sider the first real rap song ever - Sugarhill Gang’s 
Rapper’s Delight. 

A 14-minute-plus anthem from 1979, which 
begins, “To the hip hop, the hippy, to the hippy, 
to the hip, hip, hop you don’t stop,” Rapper’s 
Delight eventually sold nearly 10 million copies. 

The group’s success gave rap a direction, as 
well as marketability for record labels. 

Soorrartists came out of the woodwork to put 
something down on wax. Even Deborah Harry 
and Blondie recorded a rap song called Rapture, 
and the song mentioned a local graffiti artist 
named Fab Five Freddy. 

In 1979, another Bronx B-Boy emerged, 
receiving some fame as a live performer, before 
records came out. 

Kurtis Blow released Christmas Rappin’, later 


Exploring the roo 


ering the good old days of 


that year. Blow later released the gold singles Th 
Breaks, and Basketball, as the hip-hop phenom 
enon gained national attention. 

Stacks of wax: As these success stories oc 
curred, there were a few adventurous labels i 
New York, capturing some new artists. Since 
radio play wasn’t happening, a way to judge. 
record’s success was mainly by whose logo ap 
peared on it. 

Tuff City, Tommy Boy, Enjoy, Profile an 
Sugarhill Records held the cards in rap, as th 
’80s kicked in. 

Sugarhill Records, the real cornerstone label 
chalked up more landmarks in the early *80s. 

One of these important records was the firs 
message-rap song by Grand Master Flash an 
The Furious Five, appropriately titled The Me: 
sage. 

In 1983, rap took its final giant leap. Thre 
Hollis-Queens boys, called RUN D.M.C., hel 
the industry hostage for five years, and thei 
staged rap’s first comeback five years later (1993) 
The name of the single was Sucker M.C. 

Rap grew into the mid-’80s with the birth a 
LL Cool J, Public Enemy, Ice-T, and Compton’ 
original N.W.A. 

Although these acts brought progress to rap 
the end of the 80s gave us Hammer and Vanill 
Ice. Both are now trying to reshape their perso 
nae and make their big comebacks. 

History repeats itself: Nearly 20 years later 
rap has come a long way. 

With the emergence of Boston’s WJMN, (AK 
Jammin’ 94.5), there are a great deal ofthese old 
school ditties on the airwaves. The old-schoo 
tour featuring Grand Master Flash, Sugarhil 
Gang and Kool Moe Dee,was just recently i1 
Boston, and suede Puma’s are once again in th 
stores. 

As for the music, these songs are available ot 
a growing set by Rhino Records called Stree 
Jams: Hip Hop From the Top Parts l-4, and Stree 
Jams: Electric Funk Parts 1-3. 

The Hip-Hop From the Topcollections contail 


An even worse ¢re: 


DARREN LeFEBVRE 
Observer Staff Reporter 


ome things get better with age. The sopho 
more effort by Atlanta’s Another Bad Cre 
vation, however, is not one of them. 

It’s Not What U Wear, It’s How U Play Itisa 
very long title for an album virtually short on 
everything. 

ABC gained popularity about three years ago 
with its singles Jesha and Playground, both offits 
1991 release Coolin’ At the Playground, Ya Know? 
The success of these songs would clear the path 
for an influx of grammar school-age rappers. 

With the release of It’s Not What U Wear, It’s 
How U Play It, it is apparent the band’s 15- 
minutes of fame has expired. 

What made 1991’s Coolin’ so good was its 
simplicity. The childish lyrics and catchy hooks 
made these songs stick in your head. With the 
new album, the only thing you’ll have stuck in 
your head will be ear plugs. 

Gangsta rap: Their longing to be hard-core, 
and be considered real has torn apart this New 
Edition clone. The album’s title is an apparent 
answer to on-record disses by fellow Atlanta 
kiddies Kris-Kross. So now ABC has dumped its 
old image of cuteness, for a rawer one. The 
album’s material doesn’t support the band’s claim. 

The beats and samples on this album are weak. 


A.B.C.’s second album pales in comp 


Album Review 


Even a guest appearance, and guidance fron 
Busta Rhymes, (from Leaders Of The Ney 


School) can’t save these kids from the sinkin; 
ship. 


Poor transition 


What made 1991s Coolin? se 
good was its simplicity. The 
childish lyrics and catchy 
hooks made these songs stick 
in your head. With the new 
album, the only thing you'll 
have stuck in your head will 
be ear plugs. 
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ast that - the old-school rap anthems from 
tapper’s Delight to Kurtis Blow’s Basketball, as 
yell as both Roxanne, Roxanne and the answer 
ecord The Real Roxanne. 

While the Electric Funk collection contains 
fany break-dancing standards like Rockit by 
Zerbie Hancock, and Newcleus’ Jam On It. 

Volumes | and 2 of each collection are nearly 
wo years old. 

However, Rhino has just released two more 
ap volumes, and one more funk collection. Hip- 
Zop 3is not as well-composed as the first two, but 
foes contain many later hits, mostly from the 
\me frame of the mid-80s. 

The most recognizable on this compilation 
te Whodini’s Freaks Come At Night, Run- 
).M.C.’s Here We Go (live), and Doug E. Fresh’s 
he Show. 

Nuthin’ but aD thing: The latter was rather an 
mportant record for Doug E: Fresh, and a fake 
inglish-accented MC named Ricky D. (Ricky D 
ould later become Slick Rick, who is serving 
ime for assault with a deadly weapon.) 

It wasn’t the show that was a gem. The B-side 
a@-Di-Da-Di would become an instant classic 
ada frequent sample. Especially with the closing 
frics: “To the tick-tock you don’t stop.” 

A cover of this classic is on Snoop Doggy 
Jogg’s Doggystyle. 

Although the bulk of the songs on part three 
ren’t as familiar as others, there are-some clear 
tandouts that will at least put a smile on your 
ice. 

Step Off, a diss record by Grand master Melle 
fel and the Furious Five, has a catchy hook with 
n incorporation of Stevie Wonder’s Living For 
be City as background music. 

Check ’em out: So if you want to hear where 
-all came from, then break dance on over to your 
ycal record mart. 

Part three is a compliment to anyone who 
wes rap, funk, or is still waiting for Beat Street 
. (so many unanswered questions in the first 
im!) For that matter, any of the parts will do. 


rison 


There are some recapturing youth themes like 
a My First Kissand Where’s Ya Little Sista?, but 
hey are not executed well. Unlike the debut 
Ibum, none of the nine songs are written by 
\BC. (Coolin’ had one song; Spyderman.) 
_ Draggin’ on: Unlike the first record, these 
‘Ongs are extremely long. The shortest song on 
iis album is just barely under four minutes. This 
vatch of songs however seem to just linger on, 
lever really saying anything. 

All is not completely lost, however. Two 
ngs aren’t too bad. Got It Goin’ On, is the first 
rack on the CD, and when [ heard it first, I had 
ome expectations for the rest of the record. 

: Needless to say, they were obviously not met. 
Sven the second song Where’s Ya Little Sista?, is 
most good. The redundant shout-outs at the 
nd do seem to take away from it. Not even the 
yallad One More Try is done well. 

__ ABC’s strength was its novelty. They recap- 
ured stolen moments of youth like elementary 
chool love, and hanging out on the monkey 
vars, and presented it in an ear-pleasing and 
jubsequently humorous way. 

| Now with the big kids pushing these little kids 
‘round, ABC has tried to stand up to the bullies. 
Noble goal, but not a realistic one. 

But hey, they’re young, they’ve got plenty of 
‘ime to get it right. Maybe next time they won’t 
ty so hard. 
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EXPLOSION OF HIP - HOP in the mid ’70s gave birth to such Bronx groups as Grand Master Flash & the Furious Five. 


een Latifah 
lack Reign 


By DARREN LeFEBVRE 
Observer Staff Reporter 


am guilty. I slept on Queen Latifah’s most 
recent, and best release to date. Black Reign 
was released at the tail end of 93, and has 
spawned a hot radioand MTVsingle (U.N.I.T.Y.) 
Besides the Queen’s rule over rap, she has also 
added the silver and small screen to her jurisdic- 


The reigning Queen 


Latifah’s latest hits hard for Motown 


Music } 


tion. She had a bit, but memorable part in Spike 
Lee’s Jungle Fever, as a waitress who chastises 
Wesley Snipes for his interracial affair. 

She then had a supporting role as Tisha 
Campbell’s roommate Zorra in House Party 2. 

Now she shares an apartment with three other 
young urban African-American professionals on 
Fox’s Living Single. 

Also in the cast is Kim Fields, who played 
Tootie on The Facts of Life. With the hit show, 
Martin, as the show’s lead-in, Living Single has 
done well. 

Reigning champ: Latifah has always been a 
dominant and positive female voice in rap. Black 
Reign solidifies her place on the throne. Her 
ability to approach sensitive issues, and still retain 
a listener-friendly and funky product is her 
strength. 

She has even managed to sprinkle a few, well- 
used profanities on this album. Although this is 
not standard fare for the Queen, they aren’t 
spurted for shock value. Apparently, her highness 
is sick of the troop of ladies in the business today. 

Even though Latifah has crossed over to a 
larger label, one that is synonymous with R&B, 
she has obviously not softened her material. 

A move from a label like Tommy Boy to 
Motown would seem to show signs of selling out, 
but this could be Latifah’s hardest work, and 
definitely most solid. She keeps the messages up, 


while retaining the funk. 

Added help: She also invites in a few fellas to 
help her out. In Rough, she is joined by fellow 
Flavor-Unit rapper Treach from Naughty by 
Nature, (whom she also paired with before on 
Wickedest Man Alive on NbN’s first album.), 
KRS-ONE from Boogie Down Productions, and 
Heavy D. This is the winner of the best-song 
award. 

Rounding out the picks for Black Reign are 
Black Hand Side, Reggae-flavored Weekend Love 
featuring Tony Rebel, and Winki’s Theme, which 
is about her deceased brother Lance H. Owens. 

Black Reignshows why she is called the Queen, 
and why this Queen is happy. Her success hasn’t 
spoiled her; in fact, it has made her fresher. What 
develops is an album that is well thought-out and 
well-executed. 

U.N.LT.Y. is a great song, and probably the 
worst on Black Reign. This album is that good. 

The Queen’s approval rating: 95 percent. 


Royalty 


Her ability to approach 
sensitive issues, and sttll 
retain a listener-friendly 
and funky product is her 
strength. 
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Helping the Valley’s young people 


Big brother/big 
sister helpers excel 


By LANA PETTEY 
Observer Staff Reporter 


ig Brothers/Big Sisters of Lawrence 
B serves a much larger area than the 

name suggests. It encompasses all of 
the Merrimack Valley including Newburyport, 
Amesbury and Rowley, plus southern New 
Hampshire including Salem, Plaistow, 
Atkinson and Hampstead. 

The Haverhill desk is located in the Citi- 
zens Center on Welcome Street and the 
Methuen office in the Sullivan Insurance 
Building at 369 Merrimack St. 

Lisa Deroian, speaking as a Big Sister, not 
as an agency case worker, describes the expe- 
rience as “very rich.” 

“It’s such a pleasure to be out with this 
friend of mine, to share fun and laughter. 
There is nothing negative about it. It is just 
pure pleasure.” 

The kids are just normal kids with normal 
kid’s needs, Deroian said. Children, ages 6 to 
12, are screened, and the parents, or, more 
often, the single parent, is interviewed. Sev- 
enty-five to 80 boys and 35 girls are waiting 
fora Big Brother or Sister. They could wait up 
to 2 1/2 years. 

Although there are a few cases of boys 
having Big Sisters, most children are matched 
with adults or teens of the same sex. There is 
a program called TABBS, Teens as Big Broth- 
ers and Big Sisters, that matches teenagers, 16 
years or older who have a car, with younger 
kids. 

Potential Big Brothers and Sisters are care- 
fully screened as well. Volunteers need refer- 
ences and are interviewed both in the office 
and in their homes and will have a police 
background check made. They will then need 
to attend orientations. The process could 


Hangin’ out 


BIG BROTHER Bob Kebartas, right, spends quality time with buddy Wayne Lord. 


take a couple of months. 

There isa real need for volunteers, Deroian 
said. The children need the one-on-one 
relationship with someone who is interested 
in them, and will listen to them. 

Many people, especially men, wonder if 
they have what it takes to be a role model for 


a boy or girl. 

“The answer is ‘yes’, if their heart is in the 
right place and they have 3-5 hours a week,” 
Deroian said. 

Friendship, not money, is the important 
thing, she added. The program helps the big 
brothers and sisters by letting them know 
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about free activities. 

Things aren’t always planned out. Some- 
times, they just do whatever comes up, like 
going to the store to buy groceries and mak- 
ing supper, Deroian said. 

For more information, call (508) 687- 
1370. 


Noted cartoonist leaves his mark in field 


Jack Kirby, pioneer comic artist, dead at 76 


By JAY STEVENS 
Observer Staff Reporter 


your life whether as a child or later as a 
collector, there’s a good chance you’ve 
probably encountered some of the creations 
from the mind of the late Jack “King” Kirby. 

Kirby, 76, died in early February in Thou- 
sand Oaks, Calf. of heart failure. He leaves 
behind a 50-year legacy to the comic book 
industry, for which he has been credited with 
the creation of over 400 characters, some are 
the oldest and most popular on the market. 

Early beginning: Kirby was born Jacob 
Kurtzburg in 1917, but changed his name 
during World War II. He got his first big 
breakin the 1940s when he collaborated with 
Superman writer Joe Simon and published 
his longest lasting character Captain America. 

His writing, and unprecedented drawing 
style, well-known by fellow artists and readers 
alike, but it was his creative onslaught in the 
late 50s and early ’60s that he’s most famous 
for. 

Shaky ground: In the 1950’s, comic books 
were under heavy fire from Sen. Joe McCarthy 
and child psychiatrist Fredric Werthan, who 
both cited the violence portrayed in comics as 
a direct cause for the rise in juvenile delin- 
quency. 

After several Senate hearings, comic book 
publishers became regulated by the Comics 
Magazine Association of America (CMAA). 
Their censoring ofcomics put many compa- 
nies out of business and brought the industry 
as a whole to its knees. Only a handful of 
publishers remained. Comic books, which in 
those days primarily consisted of horror, mys- 
tery, and sci-fi, needed to change its tactics if 
it expected to survive. 

Saviors of comics: Enter Kirby again, this 


| f you’ve read comic books sometime in 


time while working for Marvel Comics, he 
teamed up with writer/editor Stan Lee and 
together in 1963, blitzed the market with a 
reinvented superhero genre. 

First came the Fantastic Four, followed by 
other titles that included the Incredible Hulk, 
Iron Man, The Amazing Spider-Man, the 
Avengersand the Uncanny X-Men. All of the 
above are still being published today and are 
just as popular as they were 30 years ago. 

Kirby and Lee made the characters eye- 
catching, fun to read, vulnerable, and alto- 
gether more human. And characters that Kirby 
did not create he helped improve by creating 
supporting characters, or spectacular villains 
to make the story all the more action-packed. 

In the years to follow, Kirby’s imagination 
continued to crank out creation after cre- 
ation, each one more mind-boggling than the 
last. Kirby also gained the reputation of being 
enjoyable to work with, and always made his 
co-workers glad they had him on their staff. 

In the early ’70s, Kirby moved over to DC 
Comics and created such characters as Sand- 
man, New Gods, and Forever People. He later 
returned to Marvel in the mid-’70s to revive 
his earlier work. He stayed with Marvel as 
both a guest artist, and creations adviser, 
always encouraging younger artists to expand 
their horizons. 

After a brief lull during the late ’80s, Kirby 
made a bit of a comeback signing on with 
both Image Comics and Topps Comics in 
1993. Kirby’s contributions to Topps include 
Satan’s. Six, The Secret City Saga, Captain 
Glory, Bombast, and Night Glider. His most 
recent publication was Image’s Phantom Force, 
which came out last December. 

Peers respect: Kirby earned the undying 
respect of his peers in the field. 

“You can only sit up in awe of Kirby’s 
career,” says Robert J. Sodaro, review editor 


CRESTED BY 
THE LEGENDARY 
TACK "KING KIRBYS 


Master of the field 


“Tack was to comics what 
Elvis was to rock and 
roll... what Disney was 
to animation... what 
Mohammad Ali was to 
boxing,” says free-lance 
writer Michael 
Thibodeaux. 


of Kirby’s Phantom Force #1. 

“Few have attempted what Kirby accom- 
plished and fewer still were as routinely suc- 
cessful as he was in his prime.” 

“Everybody working in this field owes him 


a debt of gratitude,” Erik Larson, writer/ — 


artist/creator of Image Comic’s Savage 
Dragon, said. 

Great figure: “Jack was to comics what 
Elvis was to rock and roll — what Disney was 
to animation — what Mohammad Ali was to 
boxing,” said free-lance writer Michael 
Thibodeaux. 

Many of today’s hotshots in comics were 
inspired by Kirby’s work while growing up. 


“For someone to have been around that 
long, and for every decade to have new titles 
and new characters come out — it’s phenom- 
enal,” says Jim Salicrup, editor-in-chief of 
Topps Comics in a USA Today interview: 

Kirby’s career statistics include 20,318 
pages of art, 679 pages of layout art, 1,385 art 
covers and 22 covers of layout art. ‘ 

This monumental record has little chance 
of being broken anytime soon, as there are 
few involved in comics so dedicated, and 
perhaps obsessed by their work. 

Although Jack Kirby is gone, his creations 
will forever be part of the foundation of comic 
books’ stability. 
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Observer Features 


By BRUCE D. BARON 
Observer Features Editor 


The Internal Revenue Service increased the amount of the 
Earned Income Credit (EIC) for over 165,000 low-income 
Massachusetts taxpayers. 

A credit is a sum deducted from total earnings on tax 
returns, entitling the filer to a lower tax rate and a larger 
return. 

These credits can also be taken as an Advance Earned 
Income Credit (AEIC), allowing employers to deduct the 
credit in weekly increments. This means larger paychecks 
instead of a bigger return. The IRS will even figure out some 
of your credits for you. 

Tax facts: According to IRS Publication 596, the overall 
total credit for those earning under $23,050 increased from 
$2,211 to $2,364 in 1993. 

The amount of total credit depends on income and is the 
sum of three separate credits — a basic credit for one or two 
children, a credit for having a child born in 1993 and a credit 
for paying health insurance premiums for at least one of those 


IRS ups 
the ante 


Credit increase affects 
low-income taxpayers 


children. 

The highest credits are $1,511, $388 and $465 respec- 
tively, adding up to the total $2,364. 

Qualifying children may include foster children, stepchil- 
dren and adopted children. For all information on qualifying 


for the EIC, pick up the publication. 

Money: Those who claim the total $2,364 credit have at 
least two qualifying children, pay health insurance premiums 
for at least one child, have a qualifying child born in 1993 and 
earn between $7,750 and $12,200, the range entitling the 
largest credit. 

Anyone who qualifies for the 1993 child and/or the health 
insurance credit will not be able to claim them next year, since 
they will be dropped. But, in 1994, the EIC will widen to 
include people who work and do not have qualifying children. 

Peggy Riley, a specialist with the IRS’s public affairs office, 
said, “President Clinton made the decision (to drop the two 
credits) to simplify the earned income credit, to make it easier 
to figure out.” 

Information: The IRS offers all forms free of charge and 
publishes the Guide To Free Tax Services, which outlines 
assistance available to taxpayers, such as the elderly, students, 
the deaf and small business owners. 

To get free forms, call 1-800-TAX-FORM. 

Anyone with questions should call the IRS at 1-800-829- 
3676 or visit the Lawrence office at 170 Common St. 


Scholarships and 
Alternate Sources of 


Financial Aid 


A workshop for Student Support Services participants only! 


*Scholarships. 
*Fellowships 
*Loans 


Aid for college comes in various forms. Come and learn 
where the sources are for financing your education. 
When: Monday, March 28, 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 


Where: C—218 


Please come to the Assessment Center B-116, 
or call x. 5804 by Thursday, March 24. 


WIN a FREE 
SPORTS BOTTLE! 


To collect your prize, 


¢Grants 
eAwards 
*Internships 


bring your completed puzzle 
to the Student Senate office, 
room 120 in the Student Center, 
or room 105 Lawrence campus. 
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Mooney twins 
push wellness 


Campus performance enlightens, 
entertains local student audience 


By BRUCE D. BARON 
Observer Features Editor 


“True wellness is the theme of the day,” said 
the Mooney Twins last Wednesday, while 
performing their comedy-lecture to a recep- 
tive audience in the Student Center lobby. 

The twins, Daryl and Dwayne, rolled onto 
the Haverhill campus to help support the 
opening of the Wellness Center. 

The two poked fun at everything from the 
KKK to “big, funky black lips,” in an hour 
long effort to break down barriers and pro- 
vide a heavy message through their comedy 
show Conscious Comedy- Humor With a Mes- 
Sage. 

Creative: Seeing the humor — and danger 
— of growing racial and sexual tensions as well 
as the rise in drug and alcohol abuse, is no easy 
task. But the improvisational comics used any 
means necessary, including pointing out a 
student walking through the lounge with his 
hands in his pant pockets and saying, “now 
that guy is practicing safe sex. You can hear 
the change jingling.” 

A big part of the blame for America’s 
massive communication problem lies in the 
media, they said. 

“We only see the negative images of Blacks 
and Latinos, and we think it’s real life. They 
give you Doogie Howser and give us Steve 
Urkle. They give you Cindy Crawford and we 
get RuPaul (a 7-foot, Black transvestite).” 

Press bashing: Keeping on the subject of 
diversity, the twins attacked the media’s ten- 
dency to whiten everything for its viewers, 


referring to Michael Jackson’s tendency to 
appear increasingly Caucasian and the grow- 
ing trend for models to inject collagen into 
their lips and, for some, their butts. 

“These are big, beautiful lips, but let’s be 
honest, these are big, funky, Black lips.” 

Record companies, which have recently 
discovered the popularity of women-demean- 
ing and violence-promoting “gangsta rap,” 
have enemies in the twins. 

“These rap groups are working only for 
your money. If you don’t want to be called 
these negative words (bitches and ho’s), don’t 
buy these records. If you don’t, they will 
change the songs for you.” 

Adversity: Dealing with racial diversity is 
a problem to be handled ona personal level as 
it will soon be part of everyday life, say the 
twins, who share a diverse racial background. 

“By the year 2000, all the babies will look 
like us, so we love it.” 

This diverse background allows the broth- 
ers to understand and respect differences in 
people. They discussed the Native American’s 
distaste at professional team names such as 
the Redskins, Braves, Chiefs and Indians. 

“Redskin is a term used by the men who 
bought the scalps of dead natives. Braves and 
Chiefs are very spiritual names to these 
people.” 

History lesson: Christopher Columbus 
even gota laugh when we were reminded that 
he “discovered” a continent that already had 
millions of people living on it. 

The. twins grew up in “the hood” in L.A., 
but moved out because of drug problems. 


Live on stage! 
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S. Ferren photo 


THE MOONEY BROTHERS kick off the opening of the wellness center, speaking 
openly and humorously about racism and positive thinking. 


“We went to Hollywood because we heard 
it was drug-free. It was drug free all right. All 
the drugs were free.” 

A drug-free life style is what the twins 
promote with their show. They say the good 
highs are what you get from hanging out with 
good friends who are drug-free and getting 
good grades. 

Nicotine and caffeine are also on the twins’ 
list, as well as junk food. 

Choosing smoke: “When someone offers 
you a Big Mac ‘just say no.’ If you are going 
to smoke, we would prefer you smoke pot 
than cigarettes. The side panel on a pack of 
butts says, ‘I will kill you.’” 

“If you smoke pot you will be healthier, 
but you won’t remember why.” 

In closing, the twins said, “we’ve talked 
about race, multiculturalism, sexism, drugs, 
alcohol and gangs. Most of us sit back and 
watch time go by.” 


“They think the only thing that matters in 
this forking life is me. Use this school as an 
opportunity to grow as a human being, be- 
cause when you get out into the real world, 
it’s very different. People are getting killed 
everyday over tennis shoes!” 

Health education: “That is what is so 
important about a wellness center; it is a place 
where you can go and get educated about 
diet, nutrition and positive thinking. A place 
where they will tell you the truth about 
caffeine and cigarette smoking on a college 
campus- now that is real education.” 

The center (located off the Student Cen- 
ter lobby in F-124) is staffed by Wellness 
Specialist Judy Lasser. Lasser was there in 
cowboy regalia to attract attention. __ 

“T was very pleased with the closing state- 
ments; they were very appropriate,” she said. 
__ “The response from the people was.great 
and now a lot of them know we are here.” 


Borgard said. “She changes all the time, always looking for 


Senior citizen: Melanie Forzes plays Millie, an elderly 


somebody different and she’s looking for love.” 

“My character is definitely yearning for attention,” Colon 
said. “It’s great! It’s very different from the roles I’ve played 
before. I find it very challenging.” 


Transfer here to get 
where you want to go. 


Play-trom page 1 


SOHC SSOSSSSSESSSSHSHSHSSSSOSSOST OSHS HSSESSSOHOSSHSHOSHHSHSOHSHSOLHEOSTHSHSHSHEHSHSHSOSESTOSHSSSSSSEOSSOOE 


Suffolk University offers you more than the convenience of a Beacon Hill location just minutes 
away from Park Street and Government Center Stations. Suffolk offers you a personalized and 
practical approach to your continued education. 


For information about our ee ee ee 
liberal transfer policies, our over Yes, I'd like information on transferring to Suffolk University 
800 courses and 80 different Name 
majors, call (617)573-8460. Or i ies 


complete and return this coupon. 

After all, Suffolk graduates 
always seem to get where they 
want to go. 


City State Zip 


Current School 


Return to: SUFFOLK UNIVERSITY, 8 Ashburton Place, Boston, MA 02108 


Suffolk Universi 


THINK ABOUT IT 


Se er ae ad 


COCO EHSEHSHSSOESESHSOESEEEHHSEOOHTESSEHOSESEOOOES 


ereereererreererreererreereerereeer rey | 


woman who’s been around the block a few times. Forzes 
enjoys working with the other cast members and says the 
production is going great. 

“There are three or four new people that weren’t in the cast 
last semester, and we’re getting along well,” she said. “We go 
to Penny’s house and.we play games.” 

Forzes believes Millie can help the others in the hotel cope 
with their troubles. 

“She gets along well with everyone,” Forzes said. “She’s 
lived a lot, she’s been everywhere. Everyone listens to her.” 

Racy content: The play is not for everyone. Schricker 
advises to keep the young ones at home. 

“It’s not for kids,” she said. “There’s language, there’s 
behavior. A lot of our shows are for kids, but this isn’t.” 

Forzes also agrees, but feels it’s tasteful. 

“There’s language, but it’s not language that’s inappropri- 
ate,” she said. “It’s what people in the street would say.” 

“There’s a point where Suzy is gonna have to show some 
body, but not really a lot,” Borgard said. “It’s gonna look like 
she’s naked; you can see a lot of skin.” 

Introvert: Another elderly character is Mr. Morse, played 
by Jay Valatka. Baltimore tries to show how society handles 
the elderly. 

“We’re talking about how society is falling apart,” Schricker 
said. “And how the elderly are treated.” 

Mr. Morse is a 70 year-old resident of the hotel who stays 
by himself most of the time. 

“He complains about a lot of things,” Valatka said. “The 
heat is too high, the water’s not warm enough. There’s always 
something he’s complaining about. He basically gets the short 
end of the stick.” 

Mr. Morse isn’t even happy engaging in a friendly game 
with a neighbor. 


“He does play chess with Jamie [played by Steve Serwacki],”’ 


Valatka said. “But even so, that’s not a very positive event.” 

Lighter side: Even though the play has a strong socially 
conscious message, cast members believe it will be entertain- 
ing and funny to watch. 

“With all the different characters and personalities, every- 
one can relate, even ifthey’re nota prostitute, [they] can relate 
to that kind of person,” Forzes said. 

Another world: “The one thing about seeing a play, it’s an 
idea of escapism,” Valatka said. “Projecting yourself into the 
scene, seeing somebody else in another situation.” 

-“T think it’s gonna go over great,” Colon said. “I like this 
one because it has a lot of comic relief in it. It’s pretty funny.” 

The Hot | Baltimore (the ‘e’ fell off the sign) will premiere 
Friday, April 8 at 8 p.m. in C-building’s Top Notch Theater. 

Other shows are scheduled for Saturday April 9, and 
Thursday April 14 through Sunday April 17. All shows start 
at 8 p.m. except the Sunday April 17 show, which begins at 7. 
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Hundreds attend 
Robin auditions 


By ANDY DeBENEDICTIS 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


he end of the line is over there,” said an employee at 
the Boston YMCA to a group of snow — covered 
Robin hopefuls who walked in the front door. 

She pointed toa line that winded throughout the building, 
then out the back door into the snow, where they would 
patiently wait with others for their moment in the sun. 

Being patient: “I’ve been waiting out here in the snow for 
an hour,” said Scott Mitchell of Boston, who heard about the 
audition on the radio. “I had someone order me a pizza 
because I figured I’ll be waiting here in line for at least another 
hour and a half.” 

Still, about 500 people waited ahead of him. It almost 
seems ludicrous. Then again, this is big time stuff— this is the 
casting call for the role of Robin in Batman LII. 

“I figured this would be a long wait,” said Benjamin 
Phillips, a Marblehead high school student. “I’ve heard a lot 
of horror stories about these things so I came early. 

“TI have no intention of getting the role — I doubt they’re 
going to pick a Robin with long hair and a beard. I just came 
down to check it out. It’s something you gotta do!” he said. 

Despite the long line and the frigid Boston day, people 
continued to roll in. Sure, they gave a remark or two about the 
line when they saw where it ended, but that didn’t stop them 
from joining it. 

The line contained some of the best actors and martial arts 
competitors in the area, but that would not be a deciding 
factor in the audition, casting director Mali Finn told each 
group. About 300 confused would-be Robins were shuffled 
into the casting room at a time. 

“What are we doing?” someone asked his friend. “Reciting 
lines in front of all these people?” 

Unfortunately, they couldn’t be so lucky. 

The audition: Finn took about 10 minutes to talk to the 
group, thanking everyone for taking the time to come down, 
preparing them for the inevitable, “this business is unfair,” 
and then on to more important business — the audition. 

Except this audition was a little different from what many 
people expected. No tryout. No lines to be read. No compe- 
tition to see who had the best back-kick. 

“This is a cattle call,” Finn said. “A visual cattle call, and 
that embarrasses me because you have waited all this time and 
I’m going to make a snap judgment based on your looks and 


Holy cattle call, Batman 


15 


Did someone say Robin audition? 


TOUGH GUYS flock from all over New England to attend the casting for the part of Robin in Batman III. 


not your acting skills.” 

Robin of the ’90s: Finn had visited Seattle, Chicago, 
Minnesota, New York, Los Angeles and Toronto before 
coming to Boston. She will then travel to Washington D.C. 
and Miami to conclude her search for the next Boy Wonder. 

“We’re really looking for a sexy, tough muscular type 
person to fit the role,” said Robin Jonas, public relations for 
Warner Bros. in New England. “He’s more of a Robin of the 
*90s so to speak. So far, we’ve seen a lot of possibilities; we’re 
definitely calling back people from the groups that have 
passed through here.” 

About 1,200 candidates showed up on Saturday. Some left 
a little disappointed about the way the casting call was 
organized. Some didn’t care and were just glad to be there, 
involved in the whole situation. While some left with a smile 
on their face knowing they would be going back for a second 


Photo courtesy D.C. Comics 


audition later on that day. 

“I kind of expected this — a big cattle call,” said Randy 
Jenson, who traveled from Maine to wait for an hourand a half 
in the snow before getting inside the building. “But hey, this 
is show biz. A lot of disappointments.” 

The results ofall the casting calls will be finalized sometime 
soon and Warner Bros. will be able to go into production this 
year. Batman III will open for the summer of ’95 under the 
direction of Joel Shoemaker ( Falling Downand The Lost Boys). 
Tim Burton will produce the film. 

Aftermath: “Hey we gave it our best shot!” said one Robin 
applicant to his friend while waiting for the subway outside of 
where the auditions were held.. 

“Yeah,” his friend answered. “She just made a mistake, 
that’s all. My hair was messed up. She didn’t see me at my best. 
At least, I know who the real Robin should be.” 


Technical foul: ‘The Ref’ falls out of bounds 


Comedian Leary overshadowed by overly simplistic plot, yet humor shines through, saves film 


By JASON STABLEFORD 
Observer Editor 


here is one simple test anyone can perform to decide 
whether or not a movie was worth the $6.50 
admission. 

The critic drinks a considerable amount of Coke, coffee or 
beer before entering the theater. Wait about 40 minutes, 
when the beverages make their way, and the movie’s plot is 
peaking. If the viewer can stay with the film, then it’s worthy. 

The Ref, however, clearly did not pass this test. This is a 
story about Gus the cat-burglar, played by the up-and-coming 
comedian Denis Leary (Gunmen, Judgment Night.) Gus is in 
ajam, since he just robbed a house, and gave away his identity 
to a crafty alarm system. 

Hoping to get out of town, Gus kidnaps a feuding subur- 
ban couple and throws himself in the middle of a hopeless 
marital mess. The husband and wife, played by less-known 
Judy Davis and Kevin Spacey ironically hold most of the funny 
lines. Leary is left to make blunt comments at their immaturity 
which quickly grows old and leaves one yearning for the 
restroom. 

The problem: Leary should play a funny, outrageous 
character that steals the scenes with his humorous soliloquiz- 
ing. Yet he is the “Ref,” letting all the no-name thespians crack 
the funnies. In fact, he is so fair as an official, he destroys the 
possibility of himself ever being believable as a kidnapper. 

This kind of story has proved itself in the past. Ruthless 
People had a similar theme of bad guys helping the good guys, 
yet, unlike the latter, The Refis without the clever plot twists. 

The most useless character in the film is Jesse, the bickering 
couple’s son who keeps a prosperous blackmailing practice of 
his own. He and Gus share a less-than-heartwarming scene 
where the criminal explains to the boy that crime doesn’t pay. 

It’s not that Leary isn’t funny, he simply isn’t the Leary we 
know and love in this film. Don’t expect the comedy here to 
reflect anything off his No Cure for Cancer comedy album — 
it just doesn’t happen. 

Filthy mouth: What does stand out in the humor is an 
overuse of profanity more reminiscent of Andrew “Dice” Clay 
than Leary. That, combined with a few tasteless sex jokes make 


a less — educated film, and a critic’s dreams of a bathroom run 
are enhanced. 

Are these the only holes in the plot? Throwing aside the 
fact that the family suddenly accepts its hijacker as a friend, 
that irreconcilable differences have been resolved, and that the 
troubled son is instantly absolved, no. 


it's Where You're 


That Counts 


The Refisa funny film, destined to make anyone laugh with 
some aspect of the plot. Yet fora film that relies on a big name 
like Leary, it deserves criticism for not making use of his 
talents. 

When the credits roll and the lights come on, the run to the 
restroom is an anticipated event. 
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PLAN FOR YOUR FUTURE NOW BY TAKING THE COURSES AND 
DEGREE PROGRAMS YOU NEED TO GET AHEAD AND STAY 
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DEGREE OR ADVANCED DEGREE THAT CAN HELP YOU OBTAIN 
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Arts Trivi 
—“—— | Sherman’s Lagoon 


1 WONDER IF FILLMORE'S IT A BIZARRE SITUATION, IF YOU ) \p. AND FILLMORE NOT MADAM, 1 BELIEVE LX 
Cie LITLE ISLAND AND GOIN A | iy TURTLES TOGETHER. \ PEE WEE. 


MATING FRENZY. 


Last week’s winner is John Bantz, 
C.A.D. Please come to the Observer 
office to receive your free pizza certifi- 
cate. 

Questions of the week: 

1. Which female sit-com star just 
wrote a book titled My Lives? 

2. Who uttered the dreaded “F- 
word” on national television during 
this year’s Grammy awards show? 

3. What’s the name of the sidekick 
on Late Night with Conan O’Brien? 

4, What movie stars Nick Nolte as a 
basketball coach and Shaquille O’Neal 
as a player? 

5. What’s the name of the song 
Cher performs with Beavis & Butthead 
on The Beavis @ Butthead Experience? 

Last Issue’s answers: : 

1. Anna Chlumsky; 2. Joyce Dewitt; 
3. Snoop Doggy Dogg; 4. Charles 
Laquidera; 5. Alicia Silverstone 

Bring the correct answers to all five 
questions to the NECC Observer office 
for a chance to win a large cheese pizza 
from Papa Gino’s, Plaistow, N.H. En- _ 
tries must be received by March 23 at 
noon. — 

Answers, along with the winner’s 
name (which may be chosen by ran- 
dom drawing if we receive more than 
one correct entry), will be printed in 
the next issue. 


CREATORS SYNDICATE © 1994 J.P. Toomey 


DAY ONE OF SEA TURTLE THAT ONE'S HIGH 

MATING SEASON... TIME 10 MAl 

bET MY SIGHTS ON FINDING pi 
THE PERFECT MATE. 


> 
= 
E 
3 
© 
a 
3 
3 
2 
° 
wu 
e 
< 
Q 
6 
z 
> 
” 
a 
oo 
° 
e 
< 
w 
4 
° 


ROOKERY... TIME 70 START ONES WER A CONVERSATION... TALK ABOUT — | ABOUT THOSE NON- | HAVE IT 
LOOKING FOR A MATE. WOMEN'S (8SUES...SHOW GM TM 
A SENSITIVE ‘905 KIND OF GUY. | WHATA pideih 


HERE WE ARE AT THE TURTLE THERE'RE A FEW ATTIRSCIVE ~— «GO AYEAD. BREAK THEICE...START | HEY GIRtS, HOW 
Arts Poll AT THe BAR. 


Do you favor a Beatles reunion, or 
would you rather they ‘Let tt 


51 Rude and thoughtless DOWN 51 Big dogs 


Student response: _ * 
_ Elizabeth Personeni, liberal a WW jo=e 
philosophy: “Let it be. They cou Wick 
possibly surpass the quality « a 
__ that they made in the earlier decades. _ 
They are a classic rock group; leta good 
thingbe”  — _ 
Allison Shaw, engineeringscience: _ 
“No, because their music, though it 
was good back when they were to- | 
gether, would sound outdatedtoday.” | 
Luke Edmunds, liberal arts: “Yes. _ This be Youre probably reminded, F& 
I think a Beatles reunion would be not g = aoe vaguely thi eae oe: 
only entertaining, but rather exciting. _ ss Laake 5 as hing poe pe ade Wh th oe 
It’s been a long time, and it would be | 70°* called agrsm - TVheagh as ss 
interesting to see how they would in- b Simi, F Come S cK-reh soUKS 
teract and if they still had anything left, _ Tight out and ACTERSIS 
not only 26 individuals, but a the Meee 
Kelly Sanborn, liberal arts /biol- tobe the 
ogy: “No. | wasa Beatlemaniacinhigh _ SoneS God. 
school, and back then, I wanted to see 
a Beatles reunion, But that was when 
John Lennon was still alive. Areunion _ 
wouldn’t be the same without him- _ THE NEWSDAY CROSSWORD 
Lennon WAS the Beatles.” Le - Es LS Edited by Stanley Newman 
Diane Goyette, liberal arts: “Yes, 1 _ SKY LIGHTS: Astronomical wordplay 
do. I really like all of their old songs, | by Bob Lubbers 
and I think they should stick with their ACROSS 78 Flute kin “15 DOG STAR 
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In search of spring ball players 


Baseball season is approaching; coach in need of players for Key Us 


By RICHMOND DAWSON 
Observer Sports Editor 


ith snow, ice and slush dominating 
the scenery, the last thing that 
comes to mind is baseball. 


But the NECC baseball team, coached by 
Mike Rowinski, is fooling the elements by 
holding practice and open tryouts in the main 
gym. 

“We are coming off a very successful fall 
season,” Rowinski said. “But we lost some 
key players and really need kids on campus to 
try out.” 

Good team: In the short fall season, the 
Knights went 10-0. The nucleus of that team 
is returning, but Rowinski is still in need of a 
quality infielder, some outfielders and maybe 
a pitcher. 

“I know there are some quality ball players 
on campus,” Rowinski said. “But they prob- 
ably are not even thinking of baseball right 


Negotiations 


“At the community college 
level, working ts the na- 
ture of the beast,” 
Rowinski said. “But I will 
work around schedules, 
and I understand the 
commitment.” 


now.” 

Starting soon: Opening day is set for 
March 22 as part of a four-game road trip to 
New Jersey. 

With opening day so close, Rowinski wants 
would-be ball players with any interest in 
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baseball to contact him at 374-3900, ext. 
3822, or show up ready to play at 5 p.m. in the 
main gym. 

This is an opportunity for anyone who 
loves baseball to contribute to a quality team, 
Rowinski said. 

All of the positions are not filled. 

“There are a lot of roles that need to be 
filled,” Rowinski said. “And just about every 
one who tries out will help this team.” 

After the snow melts and the Knights take 
the field, practice will become a memory, as 
35 games are scheduled for April. 

“We play a lot of games,” Rowinski said. 

With that many games, players may be 
weary of trying out because of outside work 
commitments, but Rowinski can deal with 
work schedules. 

“At the community college level, working 
is the nature of the beast,” Rowinski said. 
“But I will work around schedules, and I 
understand the commitment.” 


File photo 
COACH MIKE Rowinski actively recruits 
spring baseball players. 


Player of the year 


Coach’s daughter leads nation’s best team 


By RICHMOND DAWSON 
Observer Sports Editor 


) eople have waited all season for 
the Lady Knights to lose and co-cap- 
tain Marianne Hess to falter, yet nei- 

ther happened. 

Hess led the Lady Knights to a perfect 27- 
0 season, while averaging 25.7 points per 
game, which is fourth in the nation in division 
three. 

While Hess’s scoring achievements are 
incredible, her play is not one-dimensional. 
She plays almost the entire game every night, 
or at least until the Lady Knights are assured 
a victory. 

Also her defense causes countless turn- 
overs, and her leadership of the younger girls 
is immeasurable to the team’s success. 

Hess recently won most valuable player at 
the Massachusetts’ Community College Ath- 
letic Conference tournament, in which she 
scored a team-high 27 in a final game victory 
over Quinsigamond Community College. 

Hess’s most prolific offensive game of the 
season came against Newbury Community 
College. She scored 50 points, breaking Gin- 
ger Leger’s 18-year-old record of 47 points. 

Other awards include being named first- 
team all region and being nominated for All 
American honors, an award that Hess should 
have no problem receiving. 

The national tournament is set for March 
16-19 in Corning, NY. 
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NECC’s leader 


A. Calati photo 
MARIANNE HESS, averages more than 
25 points per game, leading the Lady 
Knights to a possible national title. 
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NECC women roll; Holyoke men lose finals 


Surprise team bows 
out in tough finals 


By RICHMOND DAWSON 
Observer Sports Editor 


he men’s final of the Massachusetts 
TT conminis College Athletic Con- 

ference provided great team excite- 
ment and the women’s final was a game of 
two great stars. 

NECC’s Marianne Hess scored a team- 
high 27 points and led the undefeated Lady 
Knights past Quinsigamond, whose star Pam 
McKeen scored a game-high 31 points. 

Great players: Both All-American candi- 
dates paced their teams, but NECC’s depth 
and superior talent gave the team an 81-50 
championship victory. 

“Tt sounds funny, but this was a hard- 
fought, 30-point victory,” NECC head coach 
Jack Hess said. 

Hess scored the game’s first five points, 
including a beautiful fast break pass from 
Charlene Blair. 

At the half, NECC led 40-25 and never 
got challenged again. 

“This is great; I don’t think any of us have 
been state champions at anything. Itis a great 
feeling,” M. Hess said. 

Routine: The second half was a formality, 
but did provide two exciting points. 

Quinsigamond’s Kim Healy got tied up 
with Hess and struggled for control. After the 
referee called for a jump ball and the two 
separated, Healy hit Hess in the face with a 
closed fist. 

“T’m not going to let my girls be subject to 
that kind of play,” Hess said. “I don’t con- 
done that type of play, no matter how frus- 
trated a player gets.” 

After both teams settled down, the Lady 
Knights turned up its pressure defense and 


stole four consecutive inbound passes that 
resulted in four points for Hess. 

The Lady Knights qualify for the regional 
tournament in Providence. 

It was no surprise that Quinsigamond 
Community College was set to play in the 
finals of the men’s bracket, but no one ex- 
pected the Cougars of Holyoke Community 
College, 11-15 on the season, to provide the 
Chiefs’ competition, except the Cougars 
themselves. 

Holyoke, which only suited up six players, 
upset NECC in the semifinals and looked 
severely overmatched by Quinsigamond. 

“We are probably the only ones who 
thought we would be here,” Holyoke All- 
Tournament selection Anthony Boyd said. 

Overmatched: Quinsigamond is the 
region’s second highest-scoring team, and 
one of its best defensive teams as well, and 
they do it with a high-paced transition game 
and pressure defense. 

“We came in to this game, knowing we 
needed to control the tempo,” Holyoke head 
coach Kevin McCaskill said. “We could not 
try and run with them.” 

Holyoke opened the game executing its 
plan perfectly, allowing the Chiefs to score 13 
points in the first 10 minutes. 

“They had a great game plan and stuck 
with it,” Quinsigamond head coach Shawn 
Conrad said. 

Superstar: Boyd kept the Cougars close 
with his exciting scoring ability, rebounding 
out of their tight zone defense. 

“They play a great zone, like Syracuse’s 
zone,” NECC guard Jaime Adames said. 

Holyoke’s zone worked at slowing the 
game down, but the problem with any zone 
is it forces the offensive team to shoot from 
outside, and Quinsigamond, with the likes of 
Ish Gelpi, Mike Todd and Kevin Bergenholtz, 
is not a team any coach wants shooting the 
ball. 

“They hit a lot of huge shots,” McCaskill 
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said. “Big shots at the right times.” 

Pressure: The two biggest shots of the 
halfcame from Bergenholtz, the tournament’s 
most-valuable player, who connected on two 
straight three-pointers, giving the Chiefs a 
19-15 lead with 9:43 left. 

Holyoke evened the game with six min- 
utes left behind Ahmad Sharif, who put back 
an incredible leaping rebound from the left 
baseline over a stunned Quinsigamond de- 
fense. 

“Just keeping it close against a team like 
this (Quinsigamond) is just a tribute to the 
kids,” McCaskill said. 

With 2:44 left in the half, Quinsigamond 
led 21-19 and hit a fatigued Holyoke team 
with a 6-2 run, but more importantly gained 
momentum going into the half. 

’ Big finish: The Chiefs left the momentum 
in the locker room as the structure of the 
game did not change at all in the second half. 

Each team traded baskets for 10 minutes 
and the game was tied at 33. 

“We knew that we had to keep the game to 
50 or 60 points and we would have a chance,” 
McCaskill said. 

Holyoke’s Cinderella story seemed over 
when Quinsigamond put together a 15-6 run 
and led 48-39 with 4:12 left. 

“This team refused to go away,” Conrad 
said. 

Hanging around: Going away is not some- 
thing Holyoke knows how to do, as it was in 
the same position it was in during the semifi- 
nals, trailing by double figures with a few 
minutes left. 

“We never gave up; we had come too far,” 
Boyd said. 

After a Holyoke timeout, Boyd scored 
from every spot on the court, with jump 
shots, lay-ups, put-backs and free throws, 
leading the Cougars on a 9-2 run that left 
them trailing 50-48 with just over one minute. 

“He (Boyd) is just a great player, the kind 
of player you like to watch,” NECC head 
coach Mike Rowinski said. 

It’s good: Boyd’s heroics forced the Chiefs 
to use a timeout, but it was to no avail, as 
Sharif hit a 14-foot jump shot, tying the score 
at 50 with :50. 

Holyoke’s bench (one player and two 
coaches) was ecstatic with the tie, but it was a 
short-lived excitement, as Bergenholtz re- 
leased a fundamentally perfect three-pointer 
from 25 feet, a sure-bet the second it left his 
hand. 

“Down the stretch they made some great 
plays, I mean great plays,’ McCaskill said. 

Down by three with :20 seconds left, most 


Photo courtesy of the Haverhill Gazette 
MARIANNE HESS fights for a rebound against Quinsigamond C.C. in the 
Massachusetts state championship. Hess led NECC to a state title with 27. 


teams would use a timeout, but Sharif in 
bounded the ball to Boyd, who drove the 
length of the court and leaped into the air. 
Surrounded by three Quinsigamond defend- 
ers, Boyd was forced to double pump his 
leaning three-point attempt before finally let- 
ting go. The ball seemed to stay in the air for 
minutes before it fell through the goal, hit- 
ting nothing but net. 

“He (Boyd) has been tying games or 
winning games for us all year like this,” 
McCaskill said. “I was not surprised he hit 
that shot; every shot he takes is a good one.” 

Looking for a hero: With the score tied 
and :08 seconds remaining, Conrad burned 
the Chiefs’ last timeout, hoping toset up a last 
second shot that would give his team the state 
championship. 

Quinsigamond designed a play to get Todd 
the ball in the corner for a three-point at- 
tempt. 

The play worked perfectly and Todd found 
himself all alone in the corner. He set himself 
behind the three point line and released the 
potential game-winning shot. Todd’s shot hit 
the back of the rim and bounced high into the 
air with :02 seconds left. 

The game looked destined for overtime 
until Quinsigamond’s Keith Sebastyanski 
leaped over Holyoke’s defenders and slapped 
the ball back toward the goal with his right 
hand. 

At the exact moment, Sebastyanski re- 
turned to the floor, the clock ran out of time 
and the ball fell through the hoop, giving the 
Chiefs a 55-53 victory. 

“Unbelievable is the only word that comes 
to mind,” McCaskill said. 

The Chiefs flooded the floor and cel- 
ebrated their victory and the Cougars sat on 
the bench, each one with head in hands and 
on the brink of tears. 

“That team never wanted to go away,” 
Conrad said. 

Bad feeling: McCaskill tried to console 
his dejected team, but could not find the 
words. 

“This game is just a tribute to some great 
kids,” McCaskill said. “Everyone thinks with 
six kids, it’s tough, but whether or not I have 
16 or six kids, when they are good kids it 
makes my job easy. These are just great kids.” 

Holyoke found the strength to accept its 
second-place trophies as the crowd stood and 
cheered the team’s effort. 

Holyoke made an otherwise boring tour- 
nament an exciting one. The Cougars pro- 
vided what will long be remembered as one of 
the greatest games in tournament history. 
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Men’s team loses shocker 


Loss to Holyoke thought to put NECC out of regional play 


By RICHMOND DAWSON 
Observer Sports Editor 


en Dr. James Nasmith invented 
basketball, he probably had visions 
ofteamwork, camaraderie and hard 


work. 

The team representing Holyoke Commu- 
nity College in the Massachusetts Commu- 
nity College Athletic Conference tournament 
personifies these visions. 

The semifinals pitted Quinsigamond Com- 
munity College against the North Shore 
Community College Seahawks, and NECC 
against the six-member Holyoke Cougars. 
The Quisigamond game held no surprises as 
the Chiefs ran away with a 98-87 victory. 

Surprise: But the NECC game was a 
different story. NECC dominated the early 
play and ran out to an 11-5 lead, behind all- 
tournament team selection Pedro Tejada’s 


_ three-pointer. 


“We had them down early,” said NECC 
guard Jaime Adames. 

The Cougars were led by their own all- 
tournament player, Anthony Boyd’s game- 
high 26 points, and cut NECC’s lead to one 
point midway through the half. 

“With Anthony Boyd, I knew we had a 
chance,” said Holyoke head coach Kevin 
McCaskill. 

Not happy: NECC head coach Mike 
Rowinski was forced to call a timeout after 
Holyoke put together an 8-2 run, and he 
blasted his team for playing lazy defense and 
being sloppy with the ball. 

The speech worked, as NECC ran off its 
own 8-2 run, keyed by its trapping defense. 

“Our defense was good,” Adames said. 
“But our offense needs to be more patient 
and work the ball.” 

NECC ended the first half with four unan- 
swered points and a 37-27 lead. 

A10-point lead, that one time reached 14 
in the second half, would be enough for most 
teams, but NECC fell apart midway through 
the second half. 

“Tt has been a problem with us all year 
long,” Rowinski said. “No lead is safe with 
1S. j 
Winning: Despite NECC’s problems with 
maintaining leads, the Knights held a 51-40 
lead with 7:30 left and looked in control. 

That is until Holyoke ran off a 13-4 run 
and cut the lead to 55-53. 

“We started to control the tempo and 
forced them to make bad decisions,” McCaskill 
said. “When that started to happen, my kids 
knew they had a chance.” 

With 2:25 remaining, Boyd stepped to the 
free throw line with a chance to tie the score 
at 55 and he did not disappoint, hitting both. 

“He has been hitting shots like that for us 
all year,” McCaskill said. 

Boyd was not finished. After his free throws, 
he gave the Cougars their first lead with a 


Caught off guard 


“They had a great game 
plan,” NECC head coach 
Mike Rowinski said. “They 
took us out of our game 
and made us play theirs.” 


running jump shot from about 18 feet out. ° 


“With Anthony Boyd on your team, any- 
thing can happen,” McCaskill said. 

Choking: Both teams had countless 
chances to tie or win the game, but collapsed 
under the pressure, including two of NECC’s 
better free-throw shooters, Keith Cutler and 
Angelo Castillo, who missed clutch free throws 
down the stretch. 

“When the game is on the line, we have to 
learn how to win,” Rowinski said. “We have 
not done that all year long.” 

Mao Sang, one of NECC’s leading scor- 
ers, answered the call, as he calmly converted 
on two freethrow opportunities, cutting 
Holyoke’s lead to 60-59. 

Under pressure: Holyoke’s Luis Dejesus, 
who could have put the game away with four 
seconds left, but could only manage to hit one 
foul shot, extended the lead to 61-59. 

“They had a great game plan,” Rowinski 
said. “They took us out of our game and made 
us play theirs.” 

With four ticks left on the clock, NECC 
called on Tejada, the game’s leading scorer, 
who dribbled past two Cougar defenders and 
was set to release a game-winning shot when 
he was called for traveling. 

With that violation, the upset was a reality 
and Holyoke had a 61-59 victory. 

“We only played 20 minutes of basket- 
ball,” Adames said. 

Playing a complete 40 minutes of basket- 
ball would not have mattered, for the Cou- 
gars were ready and willing to upset the 
Knights. 

“We knew if we controlled the tempo we 
had a chance,” McCaskill said. “Anything can 
happen. 

Qualify: The loss was thought to knock 
NECC out of regional tournament play, but 
the team found out later it still qualified. 

“This was one of the most disappointing 
losses of my career,” Rowinski said. 

Compared to the Holyoke game, which 
was exciting and filled with great plays, the 
other semifinal game seemed lack luster. 

Quinsigamond, the region’s top-scoring 
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team, came out behind nine straight points 
from Mike Todd and held North Shore score- 
less for almost three minutes. 

“We played hard,” said North Shore coach 
James Silvio. “But we have a tough time 
matching up with them; they are a tough 
team.” 

Running away: Although the Chiefs ex- 
tended their lead to 12, they never ran away 
with the game and let the Seahawks sneak 
back in. 

“Spotty, that is how we played tonight,” 
said Quinsigamond head coach Shawn 
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Talented team 
comes up short 


S. Dupont photo 
CLAUDIO PIMINTEL goes up strong 
with rebound against Quinsigamond, 
left. Teammate Pedro Tejeda attempts 
foul shots in same game, above. De- 
spite its efforts, NECC lost In the first 
round of the state playoffs to Holyoke 
Community College. 


Conrad. “And that could be asynopsis of how 
we played all season.” 

At the half, Quisigamond led 56-45 after 
an NBA range three-pointer from Ish Gelpi 
and a thunderous lean-in dunk by Keith 
Sebastyanski. 

“We were not going to give up,” Silvio 
said. “But we knew how good they were.” 

North Shore never did give up, and at one 
time cut a once 18-point lead down to eight 
with three minutes remaining. 

“We did a lot of good things,” Conrad 
said. “But all season it seems we just hand 
back everything we worked hard to get.” 

Conrad felt North Shore was gaining 
momentum and called a timeout. 
Quinsigamond came out and ran off 12 of the 
next 15 points to close out the victory. 

“Overall, I’m happy, we played hard,” 
Conrad said. “But this team (North Shore) 
refused to get blown out and kept hanging 
around.” 
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__Extra Point Extra Point 


Simplicity itself (Women 


Lady Knights rout their way to title 


By RICHMOND DAWSON 
Observer Sports Editor 


oth teams possess bonafide superstars, 
brilliant coaches and key role players. 
And both teams won their semifinal 
games of the Massachusetts Community 
College Athletic Tournament with great ease. 

Quinsigamond Community College’s 
semifinal win over Springfield Technical was 
easy, but victories do not get any easier than 
the one the Lady Knights got in their semifi- 
nal game. 

In fact, NECC did not need to suit up as 
Mt. Wachusett phoned ina forfeit 50 minutes 
before game time. 

“That team (Mt. Wachusett) is a team 
with one foot in the grave and the other ona 
banana peel,” said NECC coach Jack Hess. 
“Their administration is just not committed 
to athletics.” 

Easy wins: The victories in the semifinal 
set up a third meeting of the year between the 
Chiefs and the Lady Knights in the finals. 

The 14-6 Chiefs are led by All-American 
candidate Pam McKeen, who is averaging 27 
points per game. While the 6-3 Rams of 
Springfield do not posses a great talent, they 
area group ofrole pier, fielding the school’s 
first varsity women’s basketball team in seven 
years. 

“We just wanted to come here and have 
fun, and we did,” said Springfield head coach 
Phil Hamre. “I’m just proud of my girls.” 

McKeen was recently selected to the All- 
Region team, and proved worthy ofher status 
by scoring a game high 23 points matching 
the output of the entire Rams team in the 78- 
23 Quinsigamond victory. 

Not enough: With only six players in uni- 
form, including All-Tournament selection 
Camille Nunes, Springfield seemed easy prey 
for the disciplined Chiefs. But the Rams kept 
the game close for about five minutes, allow- 
ing Quinsigamond to score only six points in 
the opening five minutes. 

After a time-out, Quinsigamond forward 
Kim Healy scored two straight baskets and 
sparked a 16-0 run for the Chiefs that solidi- 
fied the victory. 

“We played a good team,” Hamre said. 
“We worked real hard, and I’m glad we got to 
be a part of this.” 

McKeen scored 19 points in the first half 
due simply to her superior size, speed and 
talent, something the Rams could not over- 
come without a legitimate center. 

Tired: The first five minutes of the second 
half displayed perfect textbook basketball. 

The Chiefs scored the first 12 points of the 
second half and ran the underhanded Rams 
into fatigue. 

“We have not had a team in seven years,” 
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Get outta my way 


Photo courtesy of the Haverhill Gazette 


JEN ARNOLD, forward for the Division Ill state champion NECC Lady Knights, 
drives to the hoop for two in the title game against Quinsigamond C.C. 


Hamre said. “We need to learn to crawl 
before we can walk.” 

Taking it easy: The Chiefs loosened their 
pressure defense, but never allowed Spring- 
field to get any type of consistency and dis- 
mantled the happy, but out-matched Rams. 

“We played a good team,” said 
Quinsigamond head coach Len Smith. 

With the final minutes dwindling away, 
Hamre demanded that his team keep smiling 
and enjoy what they were doing. 
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“This was quite an experience,” he said. 
“Most of these girls have never played in a 
championship tournament before.” 

It’s too bad that awards were not given for 
sportsmanship, because the six girls from 
Springfield showed great class and dignity, 
handling themselves well after suffering a 55 
point defeat. 

But it was not enough to stop the Chiefs 
who seemed destined for a rematch with 
NECC. 
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Women 
sweep 
awards 


Lady Knights 
reign in ceremony 


By RICHMOND DAWSON 
Observer Sports Editor 


S tudents and faculty are probably 


surprised at the success of the 

Lady Knights basketball team, 
but if the team’s success is surprising, 
then the way they dominated the All- 
Regional awards is shocking. 

Of 12 possible All-Region team 
spots (first and second team), the Lady 
Knights were represented six times. 

The co-captains, Marianne Hessand 
Jeannie Ouellet were selected as first 
team All-Region. 

Leaders: Hess led the nation’s num- 
ber one team in scoring, averaging 
2527 points per game, and also spent 
more time on the floor than j just about 
any other player. 

Hess may be the leading scorer, but 
Ouellet led the team on tke floor with 
her ball handling skills and near flaw- 
less execution. 

Four players, Helen Zekirias, Cheryl 
Lemoine, Charlene Blair and Sheri 
Martino, received second-team All-Re- ~ 
‘gion honors for their efforts on the 
court. = 

Zekirias et ‘unbeatable de 
and pitched in 12 ppg. 

Inside: Lemoine, the Lady Knights’ 
only iret center, played all the 
region’s quality centers and excelled. 

Although Ouellet made first team, 
she was complemented perfect yin the 
backcourt by Blair, who also: handles 
the ball extremely well. Blair’s game is 
more fundamentally correct ‘while 
Ouellet plays a flashier style. ; 

Aconverted softball player, Martino 
shot the basketball with pinpoint accu- 
racy, and, along with Ouellet and Blair, 
formed the most intense part of the - 
nation’s best defense. 

Don’t forget: With all the players 
receiving all the honors, the coach may 
tend to get lost in all the hype, but head 
coach Jack Hess was selected as the 
region’s coach of the year. 

Hess brought together some vet- 
eran leadership and meshed it with the 
exuberance of youth and coached what 
has become the best sports team this 
school has ever seen. 
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